The Library of Congress’ 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


APPENDIX 
l TO THE 
JOURNALS 


OF THE 


House of Representatives: 


‘SEVENTH CONGRESS. 


PRINTED AT THE VINDICATOR OFFICE, 


Pa) 


*, 


c 


APPENDIX, &c. 


DrEPAnTMENT OF War AND MARINE, 
Wasuineron, 14th, Dec. 1842. 


To his Excellency, Sam. Houston- — 

Sin.:—ln compliance with a resolution of the Hon. the House of 
Representatives of 13th, inst. “requesting to be furnished by . 
your Excellency, with copies of official reports from the army 
now in the field, together with copies of the orders under which 
they have organized. ? herewith. transmit the documents re- 
quired, together with an abstract of the muster rolls of the 
companies composingithe force—no return of Field and Staff 
has been received. | 

I have the honor to be 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
M. €. HAMILTON, 
Acting Secretary of War & Marine, 


COPIES OF ORDERS TO GEN. SOMERVELL. 


Executive DEARTMENT, 
eas oa 3rd October, 1842. 


To Brigadier Gen. di Somervell:— 
Sin;— Your official communication from San Filipe under 
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date of 29th ultimo, reached me late last night. I seize the 
first moment to communicate my orders. l 

You will proceed to the most eligible point on the South 
Western frontier of Texas, and concéntrate with the fóice now 
under your command, all troops who may submit to your orders 
and if you can advance with à prospect -of success into tX 
eneniy's territory, you will do so forthwith. You are at liberty 
to take one or two pieces of ordnance now at Gonzales. For 
my own part, I have but little confidence in cannon on a march; 
they will do on a retreat, where the forces are nearly equal, but 
they embarrass the advance of an army; aud if pressed hard on 
a retreat, the great aversion that troops have to leave their Ar- 
tillery, may induce delay, and enibarrass all the movements of 
thearmy. Our greatest reliance.will be upon light troops, and 
the cclerity of our moveinents, Hence the necessity of discip- 
line and subordination, You will therefore receive no troons 
into service, but such as will be subordinate to your orders and . 
the rules of war. e io TA i 

Xou will receive no troops into yout command but such 
as will march across the Rio Grande under your orders if re- 
quired by you to doso. If you cross thé Rio Grande you must 
suiler no surprise, but be always oñ the alert. - Let your arms 
be inspected night and morning, and your scouts always on the 
look-out. . : En 

You will be controiled by the rules of the most civilized war- 
fare, and yeu will find the advantage of exercising great hu- 
manity towards the common peopie. ` In battle let the enemy 
feel the fierceness of just resentment and retribution. 

The orders of the government of the 15th: ult. having been 
disregarded by those who have gone to Bexar, in never having 
reported or communicated with the Department of War, tLe 
Executive will not recognise their conduct, and you alone will 
be held responsible to the government, and sustained by its're- 
sources, you will report as often as possible your operations. 

You may rely upon the gallant Hays and his companions; 
and I desire that you should obtain hisservices aud co-operation, 

, aud assure him and al! the brave and subordinate men in the 
field, that the hopes of the eountry and the confidence of the 
Executive point to them as objects of constant solicitude. In- . 
subordination and a disregard of command, wili bring ruin and 
disgrace ui en ourarms, God speed you, 

à i have the Konor to be 

Your obedient servant, 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


5 
SPECIAL ORDER No: 52. 


DEIN Or War AND MARINE, ] 


0s 


. * Washington, 13th E 1812. 4 
To Brigadier Gen. A. Somervell.—- > 

, Sır :—Should this order meet you on your, Suy to thi$ place, 
you will reach here as soon as practicable—if at. Matagorda, 
you will proceed without delay to the South-Western frontier, 
and select the most eligible position on the Cibulo or elsewhere, 
as your judgement may direct, and proceed to thé organization 
and drill of all thé troops who may report to you with a firm re-" 
solve to be obedient to orders, and, if required, to cross the Rio 
Grando—none otliers will be received into the service, nor will 
supplies of any kind be issued to such, as they would only con- 
sume the substance of the froutier inhabitauts without securing 
to them the corresponding benefits. 'P'he greatest care and 
economy must be observed under any circumstances, or starva- 
tion will be the consequence. 

To insure even probable suecess, it.will be necessary to con- 
duct all your movements with secrecy ; for this reason San An- 
tonio is not deemed a proper place for concentration. ‘If possi- 
Me, the enemy sbould.be kept in ignorance of our désigns; 
otherwise all our efforts will be counterac: ed and prove übor- 
tive, 

Too much care cannot be observed to prevent the approach 
or entrance into your encampment of the neütral Mexicans of 
San Antonio. If free ingress and egress is permitted them, 
your operations, strength and resources, will most certainly 
feach the enemy. : ; 

' When the force shall have assembled, if their strength and 
condition will warrant a niovenrent upon the enemy, it is desi~ | 
rable that it should-be executed with promptness and efficiency. . 

A plan of organization for.the army will be forwarded to 
you. Meantime, you. will allow only the requisite number of 
officers to the men in the field—oneé soldier who fights well and. 
docs his duty, is worth two officers who fight indifferently, and 
who neither understand nor will discharge their duty. Officer 
` sometimes embarrass men who, in private stations, would do 
well and render efficient service to their conntry. 

You will fiud enclosed an extract from the law of the 18th 
January, 1841, “to complete the organization of the Militia.” 
If the troops wish to organize under it they will of course be 
permitted toda so on application to yo, and may eleet all their 


"E 


6 
~ 
officers excepting only the commandant of the expedition, 
You,wiil keep the Department constantly advised of your 
progress and success in the execution of your orders. 
By order of the President. . M.C. HAMILTON, ' 
Acting Secretary of War & Marine. 


s Department OF War anp MARINE, ? 
Washington, 9th Nov. 1842. $ 
To Brigadier Gen. A. Somervell:— 

Sin:-lonly have a moments time to say that itis presumed the 
troops will have assembled at the rendezvous by the time this 
reaches you, and that no time will be lost in organizing them 
for service—when it will be reported to the Department in- 
siantly through the Adjutant General— : 

The Quarter Master General has been instructed in refer- 
ence to supplies of beef—as for ammunition-—suflieient sup- 
plies have already been sent out, by various individuals—but 
whether it has, or will ever reach Head Quarters seems to be 
doubiful. It is scattered all over the Western country. This 
is always the consequence whien it is sent without requisitions; 
and by irresponsible individuals, it must be collected by the 
fuarver Masters; for the Government can supply no more 
Rifle Powder, aud buta small quantity of Lead—a few hun- 
died pounds rémain in the publie store at Calveston—Col. 
Cook has heen written to upon the subject. 

You will permit no ‘spirituous Liquors to be brought into 
your encampmert by any person or persons, any offending in 
this particular will be punished instantly and severely. 

Do not suiter troops to pass on to San Antonio. ‘Those now 
there are starving for supplies, 

As the seasou is now so far advanced, the utmost expedition 
will be required to carry out the object contemplated in getting 
up the campaign. , 

With the hope that you may be enabled to take up the line 
of march immediately, and that your efforts may be crowned 
with success, 

I have the honor to'be, 
Your obedient servant, 
M. C. HAMILTON, 
Acting Scerctary of War & Marine. 
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DEPARTMENT oF Wan AnD MARINE, |. 
Washington, 19th Nov. 1842. 


To Brigadier Gen. A. Somervell, Commanding: Army 

South Western Frontier: — 

S1n:—lItis a matter of surprise as well as of regret, that.no 
reports have been received from you relative to your progress 
and movements, when daily opportunities offered you by men 
leaving your encampment for their homes. ‘The Department 
is ignorant, except from rumor, of the number of men in eamp j 
of their condition for service—the quantity of supplies on hand, 
or the prospect of procuring them. 

It has been represented that the whole number of men in 
eamp will not exceed six hundred ; and that a part of these will 
not report, inasmuch as they do not understand clearly the 
character of your orders—that they are not disposed volunta- 
rily to join the expedition ; and that this retards the organiza- 
tion of the force; and further, that supplies of both ammunition 
and Provisions are insufficient. lam under the necessity of 
making the enquiry whether these rumors be true, because you 
have failed to keep the Department advised of the condition of 
things. l 

Your orders were, to neither muster into service nor issue 
supplies of any kind toany but those who reported with a 
firm resolve to cross the Rio Grande if required to do so. 

Were they read and explained tothe troops upon your ar- 
rivalin camp? orhave any been mustered into service or re- 
- tained in camp contrary to their inclinations and in violation of 
the orders, of His Excelleney, the President and of the De- 
partnient ? 

It was expected that those who were anxious to enter the 
enemys territory would be prepared to march immediately upon 
their organization, which should have been completed the 
moment they reported themselves. f i 

Staff Officers wére appointed and ordered to report at Head 
Quarters, so that everyfacility mightbe afforded in the organ- 
ization and in procuring supplies for those who were mustered 
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_inio service, so that no delay might arise on these accounts. © 


Those who were not disposed to join the expedition should 
have departed instantly for their homes. It was not the de- 
Sign of the Government to keep an undeeiplined and disorgan- 
ized army stationed on the frontier merely for ihe purpose of 
consüming thé little substance remaining of a populatien al- 
ready nearly reduced to starvation: 
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lt was left to your own discretion to determine whether the 
strength and condition of the force, after it had been organized, 
would authorize your leading them into the enemys country ; 
and ifso, to act with the greatest promptitüde, so as to relieve 
the frontier of the burden of supporting them. 

Your communication of 7th inst. has just been received ; but’ 
it affords no information as to the probable number of men at 
your encampment—how they are supplied—when you can 
probably take up the line of march, or whether it will be prac- 
ticable with the foree which you are likely to have at your 
command, to carry out, at this advanced season, of the year the 
objects contemplated. Jf it is, you will. see the propriety of 
prompt and energetic movement, if iż is not, why, it is hoped 
that you will sce the propriety of disbanding the troops at once, 
They have now been on the frontier six weeks; and are seem- 
ingly as little prepared forthe march as when they first ar- 
rived. 

It is expected by His Excellency, the President that you will 
exercise a sound discretion in reference to the matter, and what- 
ever you may determine to do, do it promptly. 

It isto be regretted that San Antonio or any place in its 
neighborhood was selected as the point of rendezvous. This. 
was in direct violation of the most positive orders.—In the first ° 
place it was impossible to organize troops at thatplace ; and 
besides it was known that there were no supplies there; and 
then the enemy have every facility afforded them for informa- 
tion respecting your strength, resources and movements, This 
step had however been taken before you arrived. ; 

‘The orders to Major Hays authorizing: him to declare Mar- 
tial Law within the limits ofthe County of Bexar and to take’ 
the command, he informs me, were turned over'lo you upon 
your arrival. This was proper in him, though it was not ex- 
pected at the time the orders issued to him, that you would 
organize your command under any circumstances, west of the 
Cibolo, and that his command would operate almost exclu- 
sively west of the San Antonio. ‘This step was deemed essen- 
tial to the safety of the citizens and their property, and it was 
desired that Major Hays should remain permanently at Post 
San Antonio, and retain the separate and independent com- 
mand, unless you might find it necessary to occupy the Post 
with your troops in which event he would of course be subject 
to your orders—if the expedition moves forward Major Hays 
will report to you and act under your orders—should you . 
however relinquish the design of crossing the Rio Grande—he 
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has been instructed to execute the orders forthwith upon tha. 
disbandment of your force—and he has also been authorized - 
in that ease to raise three companies of 61 men each for the 
purpose of occupying the -Post and missions on the river, and 
at the same time to act as spies on the frontier. In order to 
sustain these companies itis desirable that such supplies as 
may yet remain .in the West may be preserved unless some 
object beneficial to the country can be accomplished by their 
consumption. 
You will keep the Department constantly advised of your 
progress and movements. 
I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 
M. C. HAMILTON, 
Acting Secretary of War & Marine. 


DEPARTMENT or WAR AND MARINE, 
Washington, 21st Nov. 1842. 


To Brigadier General A. Somervell, Commanding South 

Western. Army:— 

SiR:—Your communication of 14th inst., addressed to His 
Excellency, the President, has been received, and referred to 
this Department. 

Herewith you will receive a communication which had just 
been closed when the one referred to inthis was received, to 
which I beg leave to invite your special attention. 

You have been written to by every opportunity that has 
offered since the Department was advised that you had left for 
‘the west; but fuw have eccurred however, no troops having 
passed for some weeks, or any other person going west, and to 
porate expresses is not only difficult, but almost impossi- 

e. 

Allexertions will be used to get your command under way 
without delay, provided it has been determined to carry forward, 
and to move with as much celerity as practicable. It is worse 
than useless to remain on the frontier inactive. By- this time 
the fact must be apparent whether you can prosecute the cam- 
paign with success or not., 
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You will keep spies constantly in.advance of your main 
body, and be always on your guard against surprise—1 caution 
you to examine carefully such information as you may receive 
through the Mexicans you mentioned or any others coming 
from the Rio Grande. 

It isnot improbable that a trap has been set for yon—your 
good judgement and knowledge of the Mexican eharaeter, 
however renders such caution unnecessary. 

You will under no circumstances permit Liquor to be brought 
within the limits of your SHAM pment, nor within the reach of 
the troops. 

Should it be found expedient to disband the force, ile ord- 
nance and stores of every kind will be carefully collected by the 
Quarter Master and brought in at least as far as the Guadaloupe, 
or East of it, and safely stored so that they may not fall into the 
hands of the next marauding party visiting our Western bor- 
der—and you will see that all publie arms and accoütrements 
in possession ofthe troops, no matter whether. issued to earry 
out the objeet of the present campaign or previously, will be 
turned over to the Quarter Master. Every thing belonging to 
the Government ean be identified by the marks. This will be 
done previously to mustering the men out of service.. 

Keep the Department informed of every thing that | OCCURS, 
by every opportunity and by express when necessary. 

I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 
M. C. HAMILTON, 
Acting Secretary of War & Marine. 


Heap Quarters, Sourn WESTERN Army, (- 
San Antonio de Bexar, 7th Nov, 1842. 


To Hon. M. C. Hamilton, Acting Secretary of War:— 
Srr:—I have the honor to report my arrival at this place on 
Friday night, 4th inst., and have assumed the command under 
the orders of the Government, of the forces now in the field. 
Colonels Hemphill, J. R. Cook and Wm. G. Cook have re- 
ported themselves at Head Quarters in conformity with their 
several appointments. 
To-day Col. Hemphill commenced the organization of the 
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i troops—several companies are completed—others will be filled 
mpin a short time—re-inforcements are arriving daily. So. 
soon as a Regiment is mustered into service, a full report will 
be forthwith forwarded to the Department. 
E I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, 

Your ob't. hble. serv't. 
A. SOMERVELL, 
Brig. Gen., nn South Western Army 


Heap Quarters, SOUTH WESTERN ARMY, 
' Leon, 7 miles West of San Antonio de Bexar, 
November 14th, 1842, 


To His Excellency, Sam. Houston:— 

Srr:—I am in receipt of no communication from your Ex- 
' cellency nor from the Hon. Secretary of War and Marine since 
my arrival in camp. 

From the men now in the field, one Regiment, complete, 
.. has been formed, and a skeleton ofa Regiment, which we ex- 
pect to fillupin a few days with the troops that are daily arriv- 
ing. The Muster Rolls are not yet complete. 

There are about eight hundred. men, all anxious to be led 
against the enemy—our supplies of Powder and Lead, which 
we very much need, have not yét come up—the Cannon from 
Gonzales will be here to-morrow. 

Three Mexicans were brought into camp the day before 
yesterday, who were five days "from the Presidio Rio Grande. 
They state that there are no troops at the Presidio Rio Gran- 
de: at San Fernando, there were about eight hundred men ; 
and at Morélés about two hundred—there are no other troops 
nearer than Monterey. 

The prisoners that were taken at San Antonio, had been 
marched to the City of Mexico, except Van. Ness, Fitzgerald 
and Handeock, who were confined in a dungeon at San Fer- 
nando.awaiting the decision’ of the supreme Government of 
Mexico, because they were of the Santa Fè Prisoners, and it 
was believed they would be shot. The above statements were 
confirmed by a man by thee name of Jones, an American, who 
had been confined on suspicion of being a spy for Texas—he 
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made his escape from prison and came in on foot, in a most 
deplorable condition—he has been a resident of that country 
for some time—he states that provisions are abundant. 
I have the honor to be, 
With high regard, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. SOMERVELL, 
Brig. Gen., Commanding South Western Army. 


Heap Quarters, Camp Cook, 
NEAR Meprwa, Nov. 21st, 1842. 


Tothe Hon. M. C. Hamilion, Acting Secritary of War and 
AMarine:— 
i have the honor to transmit you herewith, Muster Rolls of 
the following companies, viz: 
Of the company commanded by E. S. C. Robertson, 
do do 


Gardiner Smith, 
do do P. H. Coe, 
do do Samuel Dogart, 
do do Wm. S. Fisher, 
do do John S. MeNiell, 
do do Ewen Cameron, 
do do . Isaac N. Mitchell, 
do do Commanded formerly by Wm. P. 


tutlege—now by Jerome B. Robertson, 

Of the company commanded by Clark L. Owen. 

‘These companies constitute one Regiment, commanded by | 
Col. Jas. R. Cook, which, since the dissolution of Col. Bennetts ` 
command has-been denominated ihe first Regiment of the 
South Western Army. Another company, commanded by 
Capt. Wm. Rijou, belongs also to thé Regiment, but having 
been returned without certificates, it will not be forwarded until 
corrected, 

You will also find herewith transmitted the Muster Rolls of 
the companies which were commanded by Col. Bennett, but 
which have been so thinned by desertion that the command bas 
been broken up. There is enclesed also the Muster Roll of a 
company commanded by Capt. Bartlet Sims, not yet attached 
io vKegiment—by request, 1 also dispatch two Muster Rolls ci 
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the company commanded by Capt. Cameron, one dated the 
12th April, and the other the 124h Sept. 1842. 

It has been fonnd impossible to organize the troops in strict 
compliance with the orders from the Department of War and 
Marine. The companies had been formed for some time, an 
attachment between the officers and privates had arisen which 
it was found impossible to disregard without endangering in 
the most serious manner, the existence of the army, and de- 
feating the objects of the campaign. 

The failure to. enforce the strict performance of the order on 
thesubject of organization has occasioned me much regret, as 
Ihave been long convinced that the efficiency of a Military 
corps originates in agreat measure from its subordination to 
superior authority. - 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) JOHN HEMPHILL, 
: Acting Adjutant Gen, T. M. 


The foregoing is a correct copy of the original on file in this 
Department. ACE 
' Department of War & Marine, Washington, 14th Dec. 1842. 
. M. C. HAMILTON, 
; Acting Secretary 
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An abstract of the Muster Rolls of the Companies compo- 
sing the Army on the South Western frontier, commanded by 
Brigadier General A. Somervell, as returned to the Depart. 
ment by the acting Adjutant General. à 


Rank jCom'dg.|Noh commissioned] Aggregate. 
oria Qu & ENSE 


iNo. Officer commanding. 


| 

| | 
1;P. H. Coe, capt| 3 66 
2 E. S. C. Robertson, " | 3 : 65 | 68 
3:J. N. Mitchell, K; B ! 37 40 
: A Wm. S. Fisher, x | 3 | 6t ` | 67 
5 ¡Ewen Cameron, «j 3 4 53 | 56 
OiClrkL.Owen — | « | 3 | 48 | 51 
7 Gardner Smith, pe; 3. 59 55 
S |Saml. Bogart, of 3 l. 56 59 
9 J. B. Robertson, «| 3.| 75 78 
10 John S. McNeill, : *|j 3 | 49 - 52 
11 Bartlet Sims 1 & 1 3 35 | -35 
33 597 630 
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Haan Quarters lgxiAN VOLUNTEERS, / 
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Camp Lipanticlan, July 7th 1842, $ 
Col. G. W. Hockl:y, Secretary of War and Marinc:— 


a 
M 
4 
H 
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On last evening I received certain intelligence that we should | 


be attacked in a very short time by a large Mexican force. 
The position which I occupied being an untavorable one for 
a small force to contend against a large one, I removed my en- 
campinent some few hundred yards to a stronger position, this 
morning about day light the enemy seven hundred strong en- 
tered our old encampment, and in a few minutes attacked us 
in our new position, which they kept up for about, twenty min 
utes and then made a hasty retreat, three Mexicans was left on 
the field and from the trails many were dragged off, their killed 
and wounded could not have been less than thirty men. Iam 
happy to inform you that we had nota man either killed oF 
, wounded, My whole force including Capt. Ewen Camerons 
company of mounted gun men did not exceed two hundred, 


* 
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The Mexican force as Í learn from a wounded Mexican prison- 
er consisted of fwo hundred regular, Troops and five hundred 
Rancheros; the whole under command of Gen. Canalles. The 
expedition was fitted out for -the express purpose of attacking 
this post. They had one field piece a four pounder. From 
the great disparity in our force it is unnecssary for me to say 
that both officers and soldiers displayed a degree of gallantry and 
cool deliberative bravery rarely equalled and’ never excelled, 

upon this occasion they not only proved themselves worthy to ' 
contend for“Texian liberty aad independenge, but fully sus- 

tained the high character which their country, the U. S. sustains 

for gallantry and chivalry, in a word every officer and soldier 
done his duty. 

[append a list of the field officers and officers of each com- 
pany that was in the action. 

Major John J. B. Hoxey commanded the Battalion. 

Company Á from New Orleans, was commanded by Capt. 
H. H. Brown, assisted by Lieut. W. P. Moore and G. €. Work. 

Company B from Mobile, was commanded, by Lieut, N. d 
Bermingham. 

Company C. gom Memphis and E from Mississippi one 
commanded by Capt. H.-W. Allen, assisted by Lieut. J. W. 
Field. 

Company D was commanded by Lieut. E. T. Fox. 

Company F from Georgia was commanded by Capt. Wm. R. 
Shivers, assisted by Lieut. Thos. Y. Redél, Wm. H. Hughes 
acted as Adjutant, I was also aided by J. M. Wells; Muster 
Master to the Battalion. ` 

The mountedgun men by Capt, Ewen Cameron. 

I have the honor to be, 
Your obed ient servant, ; 
: -JAMES DAVIS, . 
Acting Adjutant Gen., Commanding. 


. DEPARTMENT OF Warn &ND MARINE, ? 


Washington, 12th Nov.- 1842, 
I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the spas on file 


in the Department. 
M. €. HAMILTON, 
Acting Secrcdary. 


* 


16 


Srevin, 19th Sept. 1812, 

Hon. Neerctory of War:— 

Srn;—On the 10th inst. information was given to the citizens 
ofSan Antonio thatan invading Mexican army was near at 
hand and would enterour city the next morning. [ immedi. 
diately made the best arrangements of the citizens, and started - 
with fivé other persons to spy outtheir approach and number, 
but was not able to find them on any public road, but during 

the night discovered that they came down through the Moun- 
`- tains to thecity—on the morning, or rather sometime before day, 
I attempted to enter town but found it surrounded and impos- 
Sible, what followed is communicated by the prisoners that sur- 
rendered—the Mexican army is about 1300 strong, commanded 
by Gen. Adrian Woll, I have examined the camp and num- 
bers, i think correctly, I staid around town all day of the 1 1th, 
and have left spies behind, and if I can I will try and watch 
their approach to this river. | ` 

All information will be reported every opportunity. 

Yours truly &c 
JOHN C. HAYS, 


Commanding. 


a 


Department or War AND Marine, ) 


> 


Washington, 12th Nov. 1812, $ 


A correct copy of the original on file in the Department. 
M. C. HAMILTON, 
Acting Secretary 


* ` e 


- i 


HEAD QUARTERS OF Tite VOLUNTEER ARMY 
of 'T'rxas, SALADO CREEK, 8 miles from San Antonio, 
September the 18th 1812. 


To the Hon. Secretary of War of the Republic of "Texas:— 
Sim:—1 have the honor to inform you that I have been elec- 

ted to the commaud of the volunteer army of 'l'exas, consis- 

ting of about 226 men—and that by the best information that I 
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am able io gct, the enemys number is about 1100 regular troops; 
commanded by Gen, Woll. This morning at 10 o'clock E sent 
Capt. Hays near San Antonio to makea feint; on the enemy 
and then fall back to my position, which had the desired ef- 
fect, and Capt. Hays was pursued out with about 600 Cavairy; 
which formed in the prairie, betore ine at the distance of about 
four hundred yards, and was soon after followed by Gen. Woil; 
with 100 infautry—and two pieces of Artillery, 40 Cherokees; 
wader the command of Cordaway and one hundred voluntecz 
citizens ofan Antonio, and immediately brought on the action. 
My men was -secure in a good position—at which time the 
enemy made several attempts to force us from our position with 
a charge, but failed at every attempt, with a considerable loss; 
Cordaway, with his Cherokees forced himself into the timber 
with us, wno fell himself with eleven of his men, dead on the 
ground. ‘The action continued from 10 o’clock A M, untilsua 
s:et P M—-at which time the enemy left the ground, carrying off 
their wounded with many of their dead—leaving on the ground 
69, dead and mortally wounded, of which the wounded mostly 
died that night. In the course of taat night I was joined with 
109 meu from Bastrop county, with Col. Mayfield at their head; 
by 10 o'elock the next day, I had learned that the enemy had 
retreated from San Antonio, and after a short consultation, 
we took up the lineof march in pursuit of the enemy, and 
pursued thein to the Medina Creek, when. we stoped all night, 
and were joined the nextday by a campany from La Grange, 
consisting of about 100 men—we then pursued the euomy by 
aforccd march, and come upon their rearat the Royebonda erect 

about 50 miles from San Antonio. ‘There Capt. Hays my ad- 
vance guard changed snois with them and I was never able at 
any time to see their front. I pursued them until near sun set, 
at which time an attempt was made by Capt. Hays to take the 
cannon, that covered their rear, and owing to the boggy situation 
of the ground and tired horses, I failed to support him. I then 
found Gen. Woll with his command formed in the Prairic, 
ready for action, and owing to the situation he had taken, I 
conciuded that I was not able to attack him, without suffering 
serious loss—nor was lable at any time, to force him to fight, 
only oa hisown ground, and owing to the situation of tired 
horses, tired men, aud scarcity of ammunition, [ deemed it pru- 
dent to fall back to San Antonio. lalso had the best of rea- 
sons to believe that Gen. Woll had reinforcements near at hand 
to cover Lis retreat, Nowat San Antonio. The peonle at this 
place has held consultations, to meetin San Antonio in 30 days 

c 
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and take up the line of march forthe Rie Grande, having re- 
turned home to prepare themselves for the expedition. >», 
-< i have the honor to snbscribe myself, _ 
+ ° Your most obedient servant, 
MATTHEW CALDWELL, 
Col. Commanding, of Texas. Volunteers. 
. «+ DEPARTMENT or WAR AND Marine, 7 
l ' Washimgton,l2th Nov. 1842. «4 


e 


I certify the foregoing to be a trué copy of the original on file 


in this effice. - 
M. C. HAMILTON, 


2 a ‘Acting Secretary. 


te, 


at 
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Sas ANTONIO, Sarcrpiy 10 o'caoex P. M. j 
, September 10th 1842. . 4 
To the Citizens of Gonzales ‘County. S 
On this morning niuch tumultand confusion were ereated 
here by a runner that a detachment of the enemy was approach- 
iug to invest this place on this night, In consequenee the 
. grand jury. was discharged and a public meeting assembled at 
the court house consisting of the whole population Texians and 
Mexicans of Bexar. The Americans are organized intoa 
company say some 60, Chauncey Johnston Captain and the . 
Mexicans about 100 under Capt. Salvédore Flores. The Mex- 
icans have declared they will combat by: our side and die with 
us, John C. Haysis Col, commanding. We have sent ont two 
platoons of spies who are to report by to-merrow at 10 A M,if 
alive. We have unanimotisly resolved to repel the eneniy and 
defend unless ce,tain intelligence shall be brought that the force 
is too great, we send the bearer to apprise you of the state of 
things. . : . 
There are of course vürious opinions, but all unite in the 
opinion that there isa force of some character approaching, the 
information was brought last night and is believed by the niost 


19 
fsithful Mexicans of this place. The majority believe it is 
another foray, the number reported varies, between 3000, 1500, 
-and 1300, court is not adjourned; but we are all under arms 
‘and the Mexican citizens on this occasion appear to be united, 


active and determined. 
Let there be no alarm, we have found from sad experience 


the Conse dUGHCOS ofa false rumor. The only thing we rec- 
ommend is to make preperations for removal if on further in- 
formation thereshali be danger.  - " 

We defend this point until conipelled to fall back upon Sa- 
guin, and if fifty or a-hundeed of the. brave men of Gonzales 
ean put fcot in stirrup TEAN it will be for the best. 


| A; HUTCHINSON, 
l 005 GS. GRAY, 
pe oe WM. E. JONES, 
| _ A; NEILL, 
m RIDDLE, 


' DEPARTMENT or Wan AND Marine, } 
2 


Q1 OW ashington, Dh Nov. 1842. 3 


e 


i certity the forgoing to bea. correct copy of the copy on file 


én the Department. 
CM. C. HAMILTON, 
- Acting Skeretar UA 


: E RE S lith 1842. 
T» the- Citizens of Sun T'ilipe:— 

This morning about 3 o'clock: A M, an express arrived in 
this place from Bexar via Gonzales, dated the 12th inst., giving 
us the sad intelligence ofthe second fall of San Antonio by a 
Mexican force 1300 stróng—-two pieces of artillery——under the 
command of Gen. Adrian Woll, a man well known to every 
citizen of Texas who was-here in '36—with the town 53 Amer- 
ican prisoners, we send, you a copy of the letter from a portion 
ofthe prisoilers, written by the permission of Gen. Woll, and 
itected to the authorities and people Texas, also a letter from 
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3AS. HUDSON. 


ners of wart 


J. W, HARRISON, 


- 


spy company, and Gen. Woll’s 


res priso 


J 


* 


2 
Pa 
-- 
= 
EXSY 
s 


- 
£ 


4 
HIS 


andin 
Tour 


` 


4 


^ 


apt. J. C. Hays comu 


Proclamation. 


idere 


a 
4 


C 


1 ^ 
su 
geo mm 
Cy 
Qc 
a SD 
et oy 
woot 
- eo 
pum 
Fut 
eon 
"3 
m » 
Ln 
pb O 
PI t 
Im wd 
pa 4 
ho 
Cj e 
- A 
C$ € 
e 
o 
O e 
p^ t 
Eti 
o9 
E^ 
E 
" 
teu 0 
peu 
D "e 
ao 
G er 
. pea pee 
9 nea 
Loss] 
M wee 
D> es 
tet nud 
MS 
E 
P: a 
Cj 4 
e US 
e a 
* c 
cio 
te 7 
pen 
M LJ 
wo 
Bl 
re 
e 


il 


X 
ig 
ceu 
> t 
La ag 

abe 


2 


ine 
i 


r 


dv 
Soners of . 


E 


raud 


enerosity, we 


[e 
cf tbe cem- 


- 


and defend t 


unmolested. 


ent 
ava & 


robabiv net more 


T 


i 


WAT 
- Ni 


itt, be am 
Ge 


HE 
t 


eving 


to re 


* 
a 


^ 


l 
ted men, aud p 


d 


ine 


ak 
v 


U 


^ 


- 


id 


[i 

LT 

i 

reo tünd 
GU. 


. 
¥ 


ah 
he de 


ES 


à 


"S 


en 
ac 
s 
3 
ac t 
t 
EPA 


deternm 


" 


* 
a 


p 


EA 


te 
"E 
e 
PEN 


vitat 
Gea. E a 
Poa 


rr 


qu 
EH 
a 
Zr 


e 
ot 


fe 
pis 
iT 

ey Oy 
han 

a 
rtd 

w 
-> 
cm 


"uu 
weet y 


y 
wd 
- 

x 


whoa 


a 
Talca 
L wai 
iurc 
a 


LES 
ML 


Ta 
ES 


à Ca 
+ 


Ak 


nrag > 


Cu 
[TN 
Qt 

Q7 


D 
x 
i 


Fa 


: 
i 


LESE 

NISLPEM M 
l-;8 

Pw... aM 


" 
MN el 
Me t 


vkan? des na LAE a 


t + 
ue vata 


Ba 
a 


ercd i 
to 


3 
à 


t 


A 
å 


* 


3T 
ped 


torrent 
terii 


me 


iduct 


col 


& 
“a 


red 


LE 
ta 


To 
nm 


SIME 


2 
+ 


u^ 


E 
pU 
* 
i 


. 
vtri 
Sew 


3 


H 


4 


cor or 


) Cth 
ci wart 


ud 


l 


21 


they bo treatel with the respect due their rank and the humanity 
due tze prisoners of War. i 


Wm E Jones, JR Cunningham, 
F S Gray, C W Peterson, 
A Neill, ; cs Neighbors, 
A Hutchinson, Chauncy Johnson, 
S A Maverick, George Hatch, 
W A Ailsbury, D C Ogden, 
John Trapinall, . Jb Tankhart, 
John pigat; S Col quhoun, 
DsPanTwi INT CF WAR AND Maninc, / 
Washington, Lah Nov. 1842. — .i 
& 
corract copy of the copy on file. 


M. C. HAMILTON, 
Acting NSecreiary. 


€ 


o 
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San AwToxIO, 12th Sept. 1819. 
To the Citiz ns of Teras:— 

On tbe 10th in iet news reached this piace that there was a 
Mexican force. appro caching it, I immediately collected the 
American citizens * the place amounting to seventy; five of 
ven with ms 2 if went out for the p irycse of examining their 
Pree, bat owing to the darkness of the nicht were unable to 
m em until hey reached tne town and surrounded it, 
they attacked ihe place on ths mourning of the 11th, the citizens 


made a sight res istance, t until finding te army to be ico strong 


for ikem, surrendered 53in: number, T examined the camp e 
nigutthey entered the town end found it to contain 1309 me 
mosily r-gulais and two pieces of artillery commanded by Gen, 
Well E believe it to ba the advance guard of an invading 
acy. d shall continue to watch dieir movements and would 
like that a few wei il mounted meu join me as quick as possible 


a fe 

ior Cig purpose of Spying. ; 
s deo H: 

Cupt. Spies. 

A.» leaugüt a Mexiean to-day, who informed me that 

the troops intended to for i ard wait for reinforcements, 

whieh I dong think are near at hand. Ibelieve it prudent for the 


men to rendezvous at Seguin as quickly as possible in order to 
repei any scouting party whieh the enemy may send. 
. J. C .H. 


x * 
* * 


DEPARTMENT Or War AND Marine, / 
Washington, 12th Nov. 1842. 4 
- A corfect copy of the copy on file. i 
o * - M. €. HAMILTON, 
Acting Seereary. 
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VICTORIAS Friday 12 o'clock, Sept. 16ih 1842. 
‘Intelligence reached us this morning that the: enemy is on 
the lower ronte—torty were in Goliad le ast hig eht—Howard who 
lives below Carleses, went to Carleses rancho yesterday evening 
where he found 12 or 15 Mexican soldiers. The Mexicans 
at th e rancho werein high spirits—giving fandangoes--How. 
3 pretended to join them, he learned that 153900 Mexicans 
were on this side the Rio, Grande—10J0 were to be in the ran. 
cho last and es many at Gófiad 
Ww o sent ont twò spies evening. before last, they went as far 
as Goliad but could. not eross fhe San’ Antonio. They saw 
Severni dedu pinthat uninhabited town, they saw much sign 
a 


where persons or horses supposed to have Leen mounted, had 
Leen paing about tLe town. The number of the enemy may 


Le exngzerat d. 
We Lope to fee able to make a stand here long enough to en- 
alse the fenuilles to get of," The waters end roads fur a few 
aways Whi be i np assible, or weegous and famalies. ' 
vith so ə force, it may save some families 


Ifyou will come v 
trom: falling into the hands of i the el emy. Los 
if che eneiay are in as great nüniber as reported, the muddy 
roads and Ligh waters will hinder-their plores: but small 
parties of mounted mən may come in advence, which we sha n 
beat back, . 


? * 
2 


Y > 
-> J AMES D. OWEN. 
S DrzBARICIENT GEO Wan any MARIXE, | 
osHineton, ldth Sent. 1512. — * 
A correct copy of the origin mai en file. 
ALU, HAMILTON 
eiiru Seniary ag bras å Murine 


& , 00 t 


- TRANSLATION, `, : 
Goneral order of 9th to the 1O:h Sept. 1542, 
Gen. order of General Adri dan. Woll, to the Army undea his 

Command:—— 

Chief of the day, for to night, th Col. by Brevet—Lieut. Col. 
Don Cayetano. Montero, and for to-morrow Hie Lient. Don Mo- 
riano Fernandez. . 

The serviee will be governed ünder the aids established 
terms, giving thé Males escort, the Escadru Presideales; the 
scouts will be under the same order of the ‘previous day. 

The General of the Division convinced that disorder and’pil- 
lage demoralizes as well as dishonots all armies af the same 
time that it discredits 1 nations, recommends to all the chiefs and 
officers of Regiments to make it known to their soldiers that 
upon their entrance into cities or settlements during ‘tthe cam- 
paign now opened, they respect the property and persons of all 
individuals. who have not taken arms against the supreme Gov- 
ernment of Mexico—with the understanding that Whatever 
Military or citizens that by furce entet any house -or Store with 
intent to rob, commiting violence will-þe immediately shot 
withóut saving him by excüse or privilege whatever, and 
in order that no one may plead ignorance, this order shall be 
read to the companies, morning and evening. 

E FERNANDEZ, EnaT NS 
: Adjutant Gen«ral. 
` DEPARTMENT OF War AND MARING, 
e. WASHINGTON, 12th, Nov. 1542. 


A correct copy. of f the translation on file. - 
. M. C. HAMILTON, 
. Acting Serrar, y. 


ADDRESS OF GEN. A. WOLL TO HIS TROOPS. 


Translation of the Proclamation of His Excellency, Generat 
Agriau Woll, furnished to us to transmit to the'people of 
‘Texas. 


The 2nd Gen. in chief of the body of the army of the north, 
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and commandant of the 2nd division of troops under his com- 
mand. 

soldiers, the s cond campaign against Texas has been 

peaed—to you is confided the bonor of leading the van—you 
wil prove yourselves worthy ofthe mission and lof the army to 
which you belong—great fatigne await you in tiaversing the 
nume rous rivers and vast and solitary plains; which separate 
vou from. the enemy they protect, Butyour valor and your 
ürmness will overcome all those obstacles—you will make your- 
self great as the desert is vast. 

Ta combat you will recoliect the injuries committed by in- 
arotitnde to Mexican hospitality.—J2c as Drasa—after triumph 
you wil remember you are Mexicans--be generons—do not 
distrust fortune-—she will be faithful to justice—vietory will 
crown your h eroje eil: ris anda generous country will reward 
your worthiness. Soldiers let us march then upon the eneiny. 

Given in camp on the leit bank of the Rio Bravo, the 20th 
August 1512. 


ADRIAN WOLL. 


DEPARTMENT oF WAR AND MARING 
y asuington, Lit hi Nov. 18 12, 


rmm 


A correct eon? of the translation on file in te Deyartment. 
M. C. H E MILTON, 
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DEPARTMENT oF WAR AND Marine 
Washington, 291 Nov., 1842, 


To his Excellency Sam. Houston, President of the Republic :— 


~ 
w 


quired to support the Navy at sea for 


e honor to be, 


Lad 


Your ob't servit 


I have th 


m 


Sir—I herewith beg leave to transmit estimates of the ammount re 
the ensuing twelve months. 


M. C. HAMILTON, 


Acting Secretary of War & Marine. 
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ESTIMATE NO. 1. 


Om s Seaimen and Marines required for the Navy. 
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ESTIMATE. 


NO. 2. 
Of the amount required to pay the officers, seamen and marines 
required for the vessels enumerated in Estimate No. 1, for 
one year. 


p ANO. Rank and Rating. (Pay per Amount. 
| [month 

1 'Post Captain, 200 00. 2,400 00 
l ‘Navy Agent, ^ [ae «i600 90 
2 iCommanders, 120 00 | 2,880 C0 
2 Lieutenants Commanding, 409 00 | 2.400 00 
14 iLieutenants, i SO 00 | 13,440 00 
1 Captain of Marines, 40 00; 480 00 
6 Surgeons, jto 00 | 7,200 00 
5 'Pursers, : 50 GO| 4, S60 60 
Ə .Masters, i 70 60 | 4.900 60 
3 Assistant Surgeons, | &0 09 | 2,550 00 
l iNecretary to Commedore, 50 00|  €U0 CU 
29 ‘Midshipmen, | | 25 00, 8,700 00 
6 Captains’ Clerks (Navy yard included); ji 40 00 | 2,680 UQ 
5 iBoatswai::s 40 00; 9.400 00 
6 ‘Gunners, | 40 00 | 2.580 00 
3 ‘Carpenters, 40 09 ; | 1,140 00 
5 ‘Sail Makers, 40 00: 1, 440 GO 

325 Petty oilicers, seamen, ordinary sea- 
men, landsmen and boys, . 13 60 507 700 00 

SU Marines, non com'dg officeis and pri- ` 
vates averaged at : 8 00 | 7,C80 00 


mM eta rn aaepe gmat, WENN 


Amount required $120,100 00 


* 
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ESTIMATE. 
NO. 3. 


Of the amount required to purchase Guns, Gun Carriages, am- 
munition, Ship Chandlery, &c, for “Brig Archer.” 


No. ! — Articles Required. Cost. | Amount. 


S ets.| S cts. 


18iIron eighteen Pounders, each weighing 
i 2910 Ibs, 52,92) lbs, 
18/ Carriages for same, (cost same as guns, 


i « u |5,202 09 
2500; Round Shot, 45,000 lbs, at 


| 
«a e 00 
« — 41,900 00 


700,Stands Grape, 1 00; 700 00 
700;Canister Shot, | 1 00; 700 00 
AN Shell Shot, 2 751,100 00 
150: Kegs Powder, 5 00; 750 00 
15,090! Primers, 20 00| 300 00 
IRigging, Canvass, Tools and Stores, 3,500 00 


‘Repairs and Cal¥ing, . 
‘Freight on the above articles to Gal-; 


Gun Tackle and other Blocks, | fe 00 
ton. | | 


1,500 00 


—MnÓ—— 


Amount required $23,934,00 
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ESTIMATE. 
NO. 4. 


Of the amount required to repair Ship “Austin,” and Schooner 
. "San Bernard,” and to purchase ammunition for them, also 
the Schooner “San Antonio” and Brig “Wharton.” 


No, | Articles Required. ‘Cast. | Amount. 
Ig as] S ets, 
iDocking , removing old copper, calking| 

: recoppering and other necessary | : 
repairs upon Ship “Austin.” 3,000 00 
Raising, repairing & launching Schoo-| | 
| ner “San Bernard.” hie 000 00 

3,000, Round shot for ship & brig, 54,000 Ibs.| 43, 160 00 

1,060.Stands Grape, ae 00j1, ,000 00 . 

1,000: Canister Shot, ; 1 0011,000 00 

"200 Shell Shot for Brig, | 9 76| 550 00 
‘Round Shot for the two Schooners, | 730 00 
Grape and Canister, * 500 00 

300: Kegs of Powder for the whole, | 5 n 500 00 

30,000! Primers, 120 00: 600 00 
Rigging, Canvass & other Ship Chand- 
| lery, Ben 00 
(Carpenters and Gunners’ Stores, {1,500 00 
‘Freight on the above to Galveston, | i 500 00 


Amount required $20,030 00 


Mert anpa 


99 
ESTIMATE. 
NO. 5. 


Amount required to support the Navy at Sea for one year, ex- 
exhibiting the pay of Officers Seamen and Marines for the 
sane period, with the cost of repairs, provisions, ship chand- 
lery, ammunition &c. The force to consist of one Ship, two 
Brigs, and two Schooners, including the Navy Yard, 

Dollars Cts. 


Pay of Officers, Seamen and Marines as per 


Estimate No. 2. 120,400 00 
Provisions for 498 Officers and men for-365 

days—181,770 rations at 10 cents. 20,083 20 
For Shipping 405. Seamen, Marines &c. 

at $12 00 each. 4,820 00 
Clothing for 80 Marines for one year at : 

$30 09 each. . 2,100 00 
For equipment of Brig Archer as per Es- l 

timate No. 3. 23,934 .00 
Repairs, ammunition, rigging, ship chand-- 

Jery &c, for other vessels, 20,030 00 


— M ae a o ——— 


` Amount required $200,667 20 


DEPARTMENT OF War AND MARINE, 
Washington, 29th Nov. 1842. - 
M. C. HAMILTON, 
Acting Secretary. 
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REPORT: OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR AND 
f MARINE. 


DEPARTMENT oF Wan anp MARING, / 
Washington, 12th Nov. 1842. ( 
To Hs Excellncy Sam. Houston, President of the Republic 
of Lexas:—- 

Sin:—lu accordance with your Excellency's instructiors of 
the Srd Sept. last, 1 entered immediately on the duties apper- 
taining to the Department, and beg leave to submit the follow- 
ing report of the administration of the same, since the last re- 
port of th.» late Hou. Secretary. 

Altiough the active military operations of the government 
since that period, have been limited, and notwithstanding the 
various claims for military service heretofore rendered, as wel! 
for bounties of land and pay, as for supplies and provisions fur- 
nished ti.e troops while employed in the public service, have 
been suspended (as they could not be adjusted witliout'access 
to therecords of the office, yet the labor consequent upon the 
preparations in the early part of the year, for defensive, and 
then fur offensive measures against our Mexican ememy, to- 
gether with that caused by their recent advance into our terri- 
tory, have kept those connected with the Departu:ent constant. 
ly engaged. 

The volunteer force reported in the field on the 23rd of June 
stationed at Lipantitlan, on the Suth Western frontier, were 
attacked attheirencampment on the 7th of July following, by 
a very superior force of the enemy under the command of Gen, 
Canalles, They were repulsed without loss to our troops and 
hastily fled from the country. A copy of Col. Davis’ report of 
the engagement, marked A is herewith transmitted, Soon atter 
this occurrence the volunteers at that post as well as the other 
detachments in the neighbourhood, disbanded and returned to 

“their homes, leaving ihe frontier without any other porotection 
than that afforded by the few spies under Capt. John C. Hays 
at post San Antonio. That officer was immediately directed to 
augment his force, if possible to one hundred and fifty men, 
well mounted and equipped, and to keep them constantly and 
actively employed as spies and rangers between the San Anto- 
nio River and the Rio Grande. ‘This he was unable to accom- 
plish for very obvious reasons. 

Those who had been most active and efficient for the past two 
years in that kind ofservice, had either exhausted their subs- 

i 


of 


tance in tlie purchase of horses equipments and supplies expen- 
ded in the publie service, for which they have not been 1emu- 
nerated, or were compelled to withdraw from it to attend to 
their respective avocations, hence few conid be found at once 

abie to mount and equip themselves and willing to enter a ser- 
vice whieli proniised little else than fatigue and danger as the 
reward of the soldier. ‘Those who were ; willing to enlist, were 
for the most part utterly destitute cf means to fit themselves for 
the field —the government was equally so—it eould neither fur- 
nish the means to equip and mount a force, nor sustain them 
for any length of time when in the field, The consequence 
was a seco..d surprise of San Antonio. A division of the ene- 
my's troops commanded by Gen. Adrian Woll, entered the 
town dn the Lith Sept. and the citizeus being wholly unprepared 
for defence against so large a force, surrendered the place after 
a very slight. resistance, and themselves, 53 in number, prison- 
ers of war. Ácopy of Major J. C. Hays’ official announcement 
of the capture, mirked B together with various letters relative 
thereto, numbered from I to 6 accompanies this report. 

From the information thus received and intelligence from 
other sources corroborating, taken together with the eharaeter 
of Gen. Woll and his conduct as manifested in this instance, 
with respect to the property of our citizens, it was evident that 
his object and that of his government was something else than 
ihe plunder of our frontier towns and inhabitants; what that 
object was remains to be discovered. Jt was then said to be 
a reguiar and formidable invasion of our territory, and such 

may have been his design. Atallevents it became necessary 
to prepare a force for his expulsion, and at the same time to pro- 
vide for the defence of Austin and the lower settlements on the 
Guadaloupe, as another Division of troops under Gen. Ampudia 
were reported to be marching in the latter direction.’ 

A requisition was accordingly made pursuant to your Excel- 
lency's instructions, upon the Militia ofthe counties West of the 
Brazos River, with the exception of Milam, whieh with those of 
Robertson, Montgomery, Brazos and Harris were instructed to 
hold themselves in instant rediness as a reserve. ‘The troops 
in the upper counties of the Brazos were directed to march by 
way of Austin, and if necessary, to co-operate with Bastrop and 
Travis in the defence of that place, while those of the lower cour- 
ties on the Colorado, were ordered to procecd by wayof Victoria 
with a view to its protection should the enemy theaten it with 
atack. 

‘The call was responded to with as much promptness as eould 
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beexpected under the circumstances. 'The facilities for the 
transmission of intelligence and orders are so limited, as to ren- 
der it next to impossible to bring about a prompt and uniform 
movement of the Militia, when emergencies arise requiring their 
immediate action, The streams were all high from excessive 
rains, and added to this, it is proper to remark that not'a single 
dollar has ever been placed at the disposition of the Department 
for “Express purposes."— The consequence js, that not unfre- 
quently dispatches lie on the table forty eight hours, ard in some 
instances a weck before a rider can be procured. 

Owing to these reasons, or something else, intelligence of the 
capture of San Antonio was not received at Houston until the 
evening of the fifth day after it occured—the same tardiness 
obiained in transmitting orders from the Department to the 
different counties, consequently, before the trcops could assem- 
ble and organize under thenn—volunteers to the number of three 
or four hundred in scattering parties, had hastily turned out, 
from the border counties on the receipt of the news, and fallen 
in under different leader on the march, without organization, 
discipline, or concert of action, and without any supplies. On 
arriving in the vicinity ofthe enemy a position was selected by 
Col. Matthew Caldwell, who commanded the party in advance, 
where the enemy was invited to attack him, which he did very 
promptly, but was repulsed—withdrew his force—tell back 
upon Bexar—and instantly prepared for retreat. A copy of. 
Col. Caluwell’s report of the engagement marked C is herewith 
transmitted. 

The volunteers having concentrated, pursued him to the Me- 
dina, from which place they returned to. Bexarand disbanded, 
with tlie intention as was understood, of making preparations to 
co-operate with those acting under orders, who had now began 
to assemble on the frontier prepared and anxious to pursue the 
eneiny to the Rio Grande, and beyond if necessary. 

Itis deemed proper to remark here that Capt. Dawson and 
his brave companions were either slain or captured while en- 
deavoring to effect a passage into Col. Caldweil’s encampn.ent 
for the purpose of sustaining him duringthe act on, though no 
official report of the fact has been made to the Department, It 
is mentioned because itis unqucstionably true; and should not 
be omitted. 

Inasmueh as the Campaign just ended had well nigh proved 
abortive, or had been attended with partial success only, for 
svant of that-sort of organization which would give efficiency 
fo the action of the troops, and as no organization had been ef- 
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fected in conformity with the orders of the 16th of Sept. of those 
now in the field, it was deemed proper to designate some officer 
to give direction to their movements. Accordingly under your 
Excellency's instructions of the 3rd of Oct., Brigadier Gen. A. 
Somervell beingithe senior officer, and the troops principally of 
his legitimate command, was directed to proceed, to the South 
Western frontier to select an eligible position for the concenira- 
tion of the forces, and to take command of, organize, and mus- 
ter into service such ot them onlyas were willing to pursue 
and chastise the enemy. 

For this purpose he was authorised to cross the?Rio Grande, 
and advance into their teritory, should the strength andjcondi- 
tion of his force warrant sueh a movement. He was also au. 
thorised upon the organization of his command to make requisi- 
tion upon the Government for such supplies of ordnance, ord- 
nance stores and ammunition as he might require, or as it could 
furnish, 

Delays in forwarding communications, and the] impassable 
condition of the streams for some weeks past, have retarded the 
movements of the troops, and the collection of supplies of beef, 
so that no reports have as yet been received of their readiness 
to march for the enemy's frontier. 

In consequence of the exposed situation of Bexar county, the 
confusion and disorder represented among the citizens, the civil 
oflicers having been captured by the enemy or ceased to exer- 
cise the functions of their offices, and the facilities afforded the 
enemy for cómmunication and observation, and to prevent the 
driving of cattle, thence to the Rio Grande, orders were issued 
according to your Excellency's direction to Maj. John C. Hays 
to declare martial law within the limits of the county, and to 
assnme the command. 

l would respectfully suggest to your Excellency, the propri- 
ety of establishing upon that frontier a permanent[military force. 
One comparatively small would afford ample protection against 
such marauding parties as have given us so much annoyance, 
and at the same time so much expense during the past year, 
Four companies, say two of Cavelray and two of Infantry, 
would be sufficient to Keep the frontiere clear of all plunder- 
ing parties, and would serve to. hold in check even a formida- 
ble forc», until the Militia could rally to their support. Iwonld 
not only be useful forthe services it could perform, but emi- 
nently sd in reducing to system and order the Militia upon 
which in time of war we must ever rely for defence. 

'The maintenance of such a force upon economical principals, 
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and I would recommend such to be adopted —woula be trifling 
eompared with that expended in calling out quarterly a Brigade 
or two of Militia, (for the number and design of the enemy is 
' never known, and provisions always made for the worst,) to 
say nothing of the loss of time to the citizens, the distruction ot 
their property by the troops, the loss to the Republie in arms 
and ammunition, which when onee issued are never returned, 
and finally the breaking up and abandonment ef the frontier 
settlements. 

The troops of the middle and Eastern seetions of the Repub- 
lic are always ready to repair to the assistanee of those on the’ 
Western border, but they ate teo remote io render any imme- 
diate aid, and this is the kind they require, the enemy uniform- 
- ]y get off before they can teach the scene of operation. Hence 
such of the substance of the frontier inhabitants, as may have 
escaped the ravages of the enemy is consumed for their subsis- 
tence. On the score of economy, as well as every other as- 
count, it wonld be decidedly better for eaeh to contribute his 
quoto in money instead of personal services. This would se- 
cute such permanent protection at least in ordinary eases, as to - 
render futuré requisitions upon their services unnecessary. 

Notwithstanding the efforts made by the late Hon. Secretary 
of War, to complete the organization of the Militig of the Re- 
publie, I have to report that but little has been done towards 
the effectuation of that objeet. . Partial returns have been 
received from some of the Brigades, no returns at all from others, 
and complete returns from none, . 

Experieuce has shown wherever attempts have been made te 
organize Militia, that it is a thing difficult of accomplishment 
even under the most favorable circumstances. In this country 
the difficulties are increased from its newness, its spare popula- 
tion, and the wantof order and system, generally consequent 
upon the floating character ofits inhabitants, and more than all 
from the disorganizing tendency of the law of }eth Jan. 1841, 
“to perfect the organization of the Militia,’ which provides that 
in case cf call by draft on the Militia, by order of the President, 
he shall be authorized to receive volunteers in lien of drafted 
men, and that the said volunteers, be authorized to elect iheir 
own officers, and report themselves by Companies, Battallions 
er Regiments, and further when any mixed troops are ealled 
out part volunteers and part drafted men, and shall apply to 
the commander-in-chief or the commandant of the expedition 
E ordered out, they shall be permited to elect their owp oF 

cers.” ` 
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"Shis law operates as an in uperable barrier to the further 
progress of the officers in organizing their respective commands, 
inasmuch as the calls upon the Militia, are uniformly responded 
to by those claiming fo be ‘volunteers, no matter whether or- 
dered out by their proper officer or not. - Hence it is, that of- 
ficers become negligent and indifferent in the discharge of their 
duties—since chance alone can give them command in activé 
Seryice, and on the other hand men are likewise careless with 
respect to the character and qualifications of those whom they 
elect, inasmuch as they never expect to take the field under 
them. i = 

It is easily seen what effects must be produced by these influ- 
ences, I therefore most respectfully but earnestly solicit the 
serious consideration òf your Excellency upon the propriety of 
a repeal of the law referved to. The former laws on the sub- 
ject embrace every thing requisite or necessary for the consu- 
mation of that most desirable object. we 

Well grounded fears being entertained for the safety of the 
citizens of Galveston Island, and their property, the only works 
of defence, having been demolished by theactiom of the water, 
and the place menacod by the enemy’s fleet, thereby seriously 
affecting and likely to cut of the principal.and only certain 
source of Revenue to the Government, it was'thought advisable, 
and under your excellency's direction, Col. Geo. W. Hockley 
was appointed on 22d Sept., to the command of that important 
post, with instructions to employ such materials as might be 
found in possession of the Government there, together with 
the labor and means which the citizens might contribute or 
furnish in placing the Island in a state of defence, 

He entered immediately upon the duties, and the works are 
progressing as rapidly as could be expected under the circum- 
stances. ftis difficult at all times, and in all places to procure 
labourers on works of this character withoutlremuneration, and 
equally so to procure many necessary articles without money. 
And this the Government could not supply—his requisition for 
ordnance, ordnance stores and small arms, was complied with 
as far as a just regard to the defenee pf the South Western fron- 
tier would permit—2 six pounder brass pieces, with their ap- 
pointments and ammunition for them, fifty muskets, and fifty 
sabres were issued, With the co-operation and assistance which 
it is fair to presume the citizens of the Island will give, no doubt 
is entertained that the place will be rendered as defénsible as it 
is possible to do with the materials at command. 
` Jf the Military stores now on hand it is not possible to give 
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at this time a correct statement, either as regards, quantity, kind 
or condition. A portion ofthem yet remain at Austin arsenal, 
and those at the depot at Houston have been for some time 
packed for transportation to this place, whieh has prevented 
regular returnsbeing sentin. So soon as they are received, ab- 
stracts of the same will be immediately laid before your Excel- 
lency. l i . 
Our Navy at the date of last report was preparing to enforce 
the bloekade published against the Ports of Mexico, with a view 
to this end all the funds appropriated by the last Congress for 
for that branch ofthe public servie were employed to fit the 
squadron for sea. 

lt was confidently expected that this sum, together with the 
balance still due from the Government of Yucatan for the use — 
of our squadron (for which the Schooner San Antonio had 
been dispatched} would enable it to proceed immediately upon 
the execution of that duty. Immediately therefore, upon the 
publication of your Excellency's Proclamation revoking the 
Blockade, orders were issued to Post Capt. E. W. Moore 
commanding, to proceed with the vessels under his command 
without delay, to cruize on the enemy's coast. At the date of 
the last advices from him Lowever the squadron was not yet in 
a State of preparation for sea. 

Owing to the failure on the part of Yucatan to comply with 
her engagement, the available means left at the disposition of 
the commandant, were insufficient to complete such repairs 
as the vessels required, and at the same time to mann and pro- 
vision them. ‘The Ship Autin and Brig Wharton are conse- - 
quenily stillin the port of New Orleans, where they have been 
repaired and provisioned. Means are however wanting to 
complete the shipment of their crews and to purchase cloting 
for them. To obtain which the San Antonia was, on the 19th 
August, dispatched a second time to the coast of Yucatan. She 
had not returned at the last accounts, norhad any thing been 
heard from her since she sailed. ‘There is much reason, there- 
fore, to fear that she was Jost during the heavy gales upon the 
Gulf, towards the latter end ef September, with all on bord. 

This vessel, together with the San Bernard had been com- 
pietely fitted out in the city of Mobile, as before reported. The 
latter proceeded to Galveston to await the sailing of the squad- 
ron where she was thrown ashore in the recent gale, and still 
. remains aground, the injury sustained, though inconsiderabfe 
will require herto be raised from the water, repaired and 
launched, which can be done ina very few days when the 
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necessary meansshall have been given for that purpose. She 
required some repairs previously for which purpose, she was 
waiting a fair wind to clear the port when the gale came on, 
' arrangements having been made in New Orleans 1ó put her in 
dock, her erew has been discharged, with the exception of two 
men and two boys. The officers with those of the crew re- 
tained are on board of the Brig Archer. 

This last named vessel remains very nearly in the same çon- 
dition in which she was formerly reported. She has sustained 
but little injury, her anchorage being secure, and having had 
the constant attention of the officer commanding the station. 

Every effort has been made to dispose of the Steam Ship Za- 
valla, in accordance with the provisions of the Joint Resolution 
of 5th Febuary ‘last, but it has been impossible to do so—no 
one could be found willing to expend the suin required for her 
repair, and atthe same time give bond for her return to the 
government at fifteen days notice, even though the government 
should agree to reimburse the Contractor in the'amount expend- 
ed. Endeavors were then madé, as it was seen she must go to 
pieces, to contract for her repair and charter together, giving 
the party the use of the vessel for a specified time in liquida- 
tion of the contract; and in case the government should re- 
quire her at an earlier period, to pay to the party the amount 
expended, together with such compensation as might be allowed 
for time and trouble. The arrangement was in progress when 
the gale came on, which has left her in such a condition, as to 
render any further effort. fruitless. She is now a complete 
wreck. 

Her boilers and machinery, which were of the best descrip- 
tion, have sustained much injury from exposure to the salt wa- 
ter, though they are still valuable, and should be preserved. I 
therefore respectfully suggest to your Excellency the propriety 
of making some immediate disposition of her remains, while 
something may yet be obtained. If such a course had been 
adopted four months since, the proceeds arising from her sale 
would have enabled the squadron'to have been on the Gulf 
where its presence has been so much required, and where it 
should be constantly kept as long as our relations with Mexico 
remain as they are. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to call your Exxcellency'sattention 
to tke claims of the officers of the Navy for se1vicesjheretofore 
rendered. Most ofthem have been for some years in tha ser- 
vice, and in consequence of the depreciated state of our eurren- 
cy, have been but indifferently paid, It is but just, therefore, 
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that some provision should be made by the government for those 
with whom she may be in arrears. 
l have the honor to.be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
M. C. HAMILTON, 
Acting Secretary of War and Marine. 
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REPORT OF THE POST OFFICE BUREAU. 


Desa MEE oF STATE, 
Bureau Gen, Post Orrice, 
Washington, Nov. 14th 1842. 
To Hon. Anson Jones, Secretary of ‘State:— ` 

Srr:—In furnishing a statement of the affairs of this Bureau, 
itis regretted that circumstances, beyond the control of the 
undersigned, and which it is, perhaps, unnecessary here to re- 
cite, render it impracticable to present a full and satisfactory 
report. 

Inconveniences of the most serious character have resulted to 
ihe public, during the current year, from the. nearly entire 
failure of mail transportation throughout the country. If we 
could be induced, however, to learn. wisdom from a careful re- 
view of the past, it may be questionable how far we ought to 
regard this failure as a national calamity. 'lhe present mail 
system of the country is altogether 1n advance of the resources 
ofthe nation. It is scarcely possible, too, in reviewing its his- 
tory, to avoid acquiring impressions, by no means favorable to 
the character of our past legislation. ‚Were we free from all 
embarrassment, ahd had we millions of dollars at our control, 
we could not, itis believed, reasonably desire mail accommo- 
dations, more extensive in their character, than those which the 
Government is now required by law to furnish. ‘This colossal 
establishment, conceived in'error and nurtured in extravagance, 
has been, for years past, extending itself with rapid strides; and 
had, at the close of the past year, attained a magnitude such that 
all reflecting men, and who had made themselves acquainted, 
even to a limited extent, with the pecuniary difficulties of the 
Government, and the duties and obligations imposed by the 
Post office law u pon the Seeretary of State, could not but fore- 
see its early dissolution: 'To put, and Keep it in operation, Con- 
gress did not hesitate to appropriate, from time to, time, large 
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stuns of money in Treasury notes, as a reference to the Statute 
Book willshow. Even this policy was eventually fonnd insuf- 
ficient. The credit of the Government began to wane, to an 
alarming extent. The people could not be induced to confide 
in its promises; and were unwilling to receive its notes, except 
at a large discount. This produced a resort.to the .desperate 
expedient of paying in *equivalents"-—an expedient to which 
it is painful even to allude—an expedient. which, sooner or Ja- 
ter, would ruin any people, and which, it is certain, has deeply 
injured Texas. ° , 

The contracts for the present year, under thìs most extensive 
mail establishment, it will be remembered, were made last au- 
tumn, under the auspices ofthe late administration; and as I 
have been informed, were made, with very few exceptions, for 
a period of two years, although it would seem, from the adver- 
tisement of the Hon. Secretary of State, that it was not cohtem- 
plated to enter into any contract that would be obligatory on the 
Government longer than the 31st day of Deceniber 1842. The 


' Government undertook, on its part, to pay the mail contractors, 


for their services, par funds or the equivalent in Treasury notes. 
These contracts, for the present year, amounted, it is believed, 
to upwards of twenty tiree thousand dollars, par funds. To 
enable the Government to fulfil, on its part, these contracts, the 
late Congress, atits regular session, appropriated the sum of 
five thousand dollars, in gold, silver, or Exebequer bills, a sum 
altogether insufficient, even if these bills bad remained at par. 
The postages of the first quarter, being receivable in Treasury 
hotes, were, of course, unavailable, so.far as relates to the pay- 
ment of contractors, And by the commencement of the second 
quarter, Exchequer bills had so far depreciated, that contrae-. 
tors, who had been ,promised par funds for their services, were 
unwilling to receive these bills at par. They bad, most un- 
qustionably, the right to refuse. It could not be reasonably ex- 
pected that they would be willifg to receive them at par, when 
they had-so far diminished in value. ‘The Government, on the 
other hand, possessed-not the. means of paying in gold or silver; 
and was unwilling, under any eireumstanees, (indeed it had not 
the right under the appropriation aet) to pay out its bills, at 
their marketvalue, ‘This state of things produced, very quiek- 
ly, a suspension of nearly all mail transportation, Had Ex- 
chequer bills, however, not depreciated, the same resnlt,at a 
date perhaps not quite so early, would inevitably have followed 
from the mere insufficiency of the sum appropriated. 
For the repairing and strengthening this tottering fabric, no 
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adequate remedy, as has been already indicated, was provided 
by the late Congress, at its regular session. The act of 23d 
July requiring Post-masters to receive Exchequer bills, in pay- 
ment of postages, only at their market value, has had, it is 
thought, a tendency to improve, somewhat, the revenue arising 
from that source; but by no means to an extent sutlicient to en- 
able:the Bureau to recover from the shock occasioned by the 
circumstances that have been recited. : 

It is not in my power, at the present, to state, with precision, 
the times at which the contractors, on the different mail routes, 
ceased to carry the public mail, in compiiance with their con- 
tracts, made as aforesaid. Of those who took contracts, last 
autumn, very few have continued, up to the present time, to 
perform their respective undertakings. On this subject I will 
endeavor to procure accurate information, as early as practica- 
ble. ; 
In view of these facts—in view of the results thus manifestly 
produced by the error and exiravagance of the past, 1 would 
most earnestly recommend a reduction of the present mail es- 
tabiishinent ofthe country. It is useless to attempt longer to 
disgitise the fact that our means are not sufficient to warrant the 
effort to pursue a different policy. And it can not be doubted 
that, in reference to all mail facilities, certainty and regularity 
are, by far, the most important considerations—that it is of much 
more importance to the community to have mail accommoda- 
iions, limited as totheirscale, but certain and regular in their 
character, than to have a Post office in every neighborhood, - 
under a system so extensive and costly, that it can not be prop- 
erly sustained, and which, therefore, can not have the public 
confidence. 

Iwill submit at an early date, for your. consideration, and 
with a View to its adoption by the legislature, a projet of a mail 
establishment, which it is thought, can be sustained, and will 
prove satisfactory to the people. 

Another subject, to which I would most respectfully invite 
your particular attention, is the franking privilege. The great 
abuse of this privilege by some of those, upon whom it has been 
conferred, has proved highly detrimental to the interests of the 
Bureau. AndI would advise that, hereafter, this privilege be 
extended to the following persons, and none others, that is to 
say— 

1. The President of the Republic. 

9. President's Private Secretary. 

3. Vice President ofthe Republic. 
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4. Secretary of Staie. . 

5. Secretary of the Treasury. 

6. Secretary cf War and Navy. . 

7. Attorney General. 

8. ‘Treasurer. : 

9, Chief Cierk Post Office Bureau. 

10. Members of both branches of Congress, during the time 
of their session. 

Itas ditiicyit to perceive how, or in what manner, the inter- 
ests of the people can be promoted by permitting Post Masters 
to conduet their corresp: ondence, relative to their own private 
afike, at tue public cost; or tae Door-Keeper, or other officer of 
either branch of the legislature, to incumber the pubiic mails 
With d'came its, not unfrequenily, of minor importance. The 
people 8 loox for information, not to tue officers of Congress, but 

eir Represent itives, And inasmuch as these Rep:esentatives 
usua ‘ly return to their covstituents, immediately after ti,eir ad- 
Jourament, no suiizieni reason, it seems to me, cat: be offered, 
why they should be invested with this privilege, except during 
the tims of their session —On this subject I wouid remark 
farther, that it can not often happen that Post masters can have 
occasion to address, norcan they often receive. letters relating 
to the p'iblie service, except when communicating with the 
Post Odiz: Burzau. In this ease, they would not, of course, be 
charzead:e witha posiage. Tne same argument applies, with 
equal foree, to coll ctors of the Revenue, and officers of the 
Army and Navy; as teir correspondence relating to public 

. mats, is usually with the superior officers of the Government, 
And it may be ad led that, in tie present state cf affiirs at lepst, 
odicers ofthe Army and Navy, are much more apt to send, and 
receive, their communications by express than by mail. - 

‘The United States, it is true, confer the franking privilege 
upon their Representativ es in the national legislature, for tie 
period of sixty days before and after their session. But let us 
not lose sight of the fact that, to do this, they have the requisite 
pecuniary means, We, on the other harid, are struggling with 
cifficuities of almost every character that could befal an infant 
nation. 

I am pursuaded that in times of such severe and extensive 
pecuniary pressure as'tiie present, the commissions now allowed 
by law, upon letter and newspaper postage, and which cannot 
be esteemed otherwise than liberal, would be entirely suffieient 
to induce suitable persons to accept the appointment of Post 


Master. 


f 


42 


The 27th See. of the General Post Office law, approved 
February 6th 1810, authorizes every printer of a newspaper to 
send, and receive, to and from 'l'exas, any numiber of newspa- 
pers not exceeding thirty, free of postage. hie is a public 
grievance; and I would respecifully advise that the number of 
newspapers, thus authorized to be sent and reccived, free of pos- 
tage, to and from foreign countries, be limited to ten. 

Inasmuch as the Secretary of State is now, by law, the head 
of the Post Oí£ce establishment, it would seem to be proper to 
repcal so much of the 8th Section of this act, as makes it neces- 
saty to lodge, in the office of the Secretary. of Stata duplicates 
of contracts, and proposais for the same. I would suggest also 
tue propriety of limiting the time, for which eontracts shall be 
entered into, to the period cf one year. 

' I would advise, too, that so much of the act, entitled “An act 
to repeal, in part, and amend the several laws creating a General 
Post Office, and regulati.g the same,” approved Ist February 
1842, as allows to Post Masters, one cent for each free letter 
received and distributed by them, be repealed. The Ist Sec. 
of the same act, makes it obligatory upon Post Masters to pay to 
masters of foreign vessels two cents for each letter delivered 
within twenty-four hours after their arrival in port. ‘This isa 
very heavy tax; and asit can not be an object of any importance 
to masters of foreign vessels, when divided among so large a 
number, I can not refrain from recommending its repeal. J} 
would suggest, in relation to this subject, that even the United 
States, notwithstanding their extensive resources, do not, it is 
believed, allow any compensation whatever to masters of for- 
eign vessels, for letters delivered by them to Post Masters on the 
sea board. 

It wiil be absolutely necessary to have executed, at no distant 
date, alarge amount of printing for the use of the Bureau. It 
is hoped, therefore, that Congress will manifest a proper degree 
of liberality in respect to its contingent fund, for the coming 
year. . 

‘The annexed tabular statement will show the amount of rev- 
enue, arising from the different Pcst Offices, from which re- 
turns have been received, (as well as the kind of funds in which 
the same is payable) for the first three quarters of the current 
year. It is not in my power, in the absence of the books and 
papers ofthe Bureau, to state ihe amount that may have been 
drawn for, in the hands of Post Masters, during the period men- 
tioned. Some few otherreturns, mostly of minor importance, 
have been received, which by iene ^ of illness, Lhave not as 
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-yet examined. Some returns, too, have been received, so de- 
fective that they do not furnish sufficient daia, from which 1 
can ascertain, with any degree of accuracy, the condition in 
which those offices, from which they were sent, stand, in rela- 
tion to the Post Office Bureau.. I have not had time to have 
these returns correciod. 

The statement of the Comptroller will show the application 
of the appropriations, made by the late Congress, atits regular 
session, in behaltot tha Bureau, for the past and present 
years. 

In settling the accounts of the various Past Masters with 
tnis Dureau, I have adopted the prineiplethat the Postages on 
letters, mailed before the first day of April 1812, and in transitu 
at that date, were collectible in Treasury notes—the currency in 
which thesame were charged. ‘This principle seems to meto be 
uoi ouly equitable and just, “tutin strict conformity with the letter 
and spirit of the aet, entitled, “An act to repeal, in part, and 
amend the several laws creating a General Post Office, aud 

regulating the same,” approved ist Febr uary 1312. The same 
prineipl e has been adopted, in regard to the change of the cur- 
rency, in which postages should be collected, introduced by the 
act entitled, “An act to regulate the collection of impost. du- 
ties,” approved July 23d, 1312. The adeption of any other 
consiruction of these acts, so far as relates to the Post Office, 
would inevitably lead to inferences, that would redect but 
little credit on the character of our former legislation. 

It is beiieved that, both iu the United States and ‘Texas, the 
old coins, of the valne of twelve and a half, and six and one- ` 
fourth ceuts, have been, for some time past, giving way to the 
dime and half dime of the former country; and that, at the 
presant day, their circulation, in this country, is comparatively 
limited. By reason of this circumstance, the rates of postage, 
as now established by law, are not well adapted tothe coins 
„in circulation. I would, ihercfore, most respectfully ad- 
vise the adoption of the “followin g rates of postage, that is to 
say:— 

Foreach letter, composed of a single piece of paper, 


aud conveyed not excceding fifty miles, . 10c. 
Over fifty. and not exceeding o oue hundred miles, 2üc. 
Over one hundred miles, 956. 


For each letter, composed of two pieces of paper, double the 
above rates of postage. 

Far each letter, composed of three pieces of paper, treble the 
above rates of postage, &c. 
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— For each leiter, or package, made up and sealed in letter 
form, whether composed of cne or more pieces of paper, and 
weishing one ounce and less than two ounces, and conveyed 
not exceeding fifty miles, quadrupie the rate of a single letter 
for that distance. W hen conveyed over fifty and not exceed- 
ing one hundred mules, or over one hundred miles, quadruple 
the rates of single letie:s for those distances. 

For each lettet or package, made up and sealed in letter form, 
whether composed of one or more pieces of paper, and weigh- 
ing two ounces and lessthan three ounces, and conveyed not 

xceeding fifty miles, sextup:e the rates of a single letter for that 
distance, and so on in like proportion. 

For each ship letter, five cents in addition to the above rates. 

For each way letter, and for each letter lodged for delivery, 
five cents. 

I would not recommend any change of the rates of postage 
upon news-papers, books and pamphlets. 

The adoption of these rates of p ostage would be greatly more 
convenient in practice; and would most certainly prevent nu- 
merous mistakes, on the part of Post Masters—eccurring by 
reason of the fractional numbers in which the present rates cf 
postage are expressed. i 

I would most cer tainly prefer ti: at nostages shouid continue 
to be received in par funds. Bat if C ongress should think 
proper to repeal the act of 23d July, so far as relates {0 pr stages, 
and continue tue Exchequer system, I wouid, in the most re- 

spectinl terms, suggest that email denominations of Exchequer 
b: is would bea matter of great convenience in coilecting Post 
Oise dues, 

It isearsestiy desired tLat Congress may take early action 
upon the recommendations of this report, It is, however, most 
rest ee fully submitted to your superior jud gment and discretion, 
how farthise recommendations should be pressed upon the 
naties of the Honorable ae 

Tam sir, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, ` 
JOHN atr 
Chief Clerk. 
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OPINION OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL IN REF- 


ERENCE TO THE CHEROKEE LANDS. 


a 


Ciry or Hocsrox, Sept. 10th, 1812. 


To His E x-ellency, the Pr.siden':— 

Sir:—You ask my opinion of the title by which the Chero- 
kee Indians held the lands lately possessed by them in Eastern 
Texas. 

Deep. y impres a with the magnitude of the interests in- 
voi veg, and aware of the deep excitement. which pervades tl. 
public mind on ti 1e subject, | have eudeavored to briug to T 
investization all the enerzies of-my lnutcd capacity. The 
question enm divides itself into tivo branches, correspon- 
ding P: the two governments under which the claim has grown 
up. "Pie first of these being-the Mexican government, 1 shall 

first oisprise of that branch of the subject. 

The Repubiie of Mexico, by legisiative enactments of both 
her general and state governments, invited the Indian tribes 
Tesiding within and bordering on her teritories, to settle with- 
in the limits-of the: Republic. The Cherokees, availing them- 
selves of this invitation, selected, the section of country ed 
consideration for their permanent residence. l have nev 
seen any, evidence that they ever obtained a grant for 
these lands from the government, bet their is sufficient ev- 
idence of several acts of the goverament auihonties, such as 
the ordering of intruders to be driven off from their lands, and 
others, which clearly show that the government Tecoguized 
their settlement-right to the lands they: “occupied, This setile- 
ment-right was considcred by the Mexican laws as the first or 
incipient stage of title to the lands thus occupied. ‘They were 
considered by those laws as appropriajed, and no longer sub. 
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ject to entry, iceation, or seitlement, by any other person or 
zommutnitv, uaiess abandoned by their first oceupants. The 
Cherokee Indians had, therefore, by virtue of their settlement 
and continued occupancy, under the then existing laws of Mex- 
ico, acqnired an menuoate right tothe lands on which they resi- 
Ged, v preti they alone uuder those laws had the rignt to mature 
"HT parf eL ‘liles. 

Tans s.ood the effuirs of the incians when the first conven- 
tion, usteiiy d nomisated the “sonstitation,” met at San Felipe, 
in Oct ber, 1935. Fins conveudun, by oneot the most soiemn 
aes recorded in the journals of its proceedings, ceciared that 
the Caoroxeo Tidians had ‘derived iheir just. eicims to lands 
ineinded wii ai: 1 the bonudaries hereinafier mentioned, from the 
government oi Mexico, from whom we have also derived our 
rghtiotüe soi by a iuf and occupancy.” ‘They moreover 
silemniy deciare ed; t Hr > ze wii guarantee to them the pea- 
Caw on} Went of their rights to tueir lands, as we do cur 
Gun, amd we pledze th» pubic faith for the support cf the fore- 
going Ceclaratinus.” And, as if to give sti] more sol mit z io 
tue act aud make it, if po» sibie, of more binding orce, all the 
monioers.oí the convention separatery signed this guaranty and 
spiedgo of the public faith” It weuld be difen! it to eonctiva 
any rinner in whieh a nation conid bind iseif under more 
sasmn oblications, or alix to itsaction a bi: lis: inc ral sauction, 
then is nene diu e'Tue language of die Instrument pi artakes 

largely of tie strong a deep ieeliug that marked ihe crisis 
at which ty vas nut forth. - i cannot well imazine in what 
'manuer la: ognage.comd be comilned Leiter caicuinted to pro- 
duce with those to yann it was addres.ed, implicit eoufidcuee 
10 ps truth and sineiny. 

Vie amhority oft tiis bady, | NOW GEGT, to make such a grant, 
has beck miestioned bs some gentiemen for whese cpiurons Í 
have maci respect — but with due d. ference to those gentlemen, 
Į can diseover no soad foundation. for sueh aa objection. Jn 
the iaugnace ofa gentieman, (the late lamented and talented 
Joan Birdsall, Attorney Gener al of the Republic.) wi.o-e ciear 
head and vigorous und rstaucing qualified him weil for the 
investigation aud elucidation of Subjects of this compi Hicated 
character, “t œ consultation was a primary representation cf 
all the people cf Lex asin their bighest political capacity. 
They asseinbled independently of Coahuila, and the politcal 
org ization which had formerly existed, and by this act be 
came virtaaiiv severed aud separate from the Mexican. They 
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were the oniy political authority known to the country 
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for tha tim» beiig and were therefore necessarily charged with 
the duties aud attributes of Government. They were the gov- 
ernment defzr'o. "They exercised the prerogative of govern- 
ment. They suspended laws then in force and closcd the 
courisof justice. They enacted laws and caused them to be 
executed; and, finally, they organized a a provisional govern- 
ment for ‘Texas, independenily of the other Mexican States. 
These were the purposes for which this body was convened. 
Tne constitutional government of 1821, under the mild and 
salutary influence of which the Anglo American population had 
been Invited into the country, had been overturned, and in its 
stéad a military despotisin substituted—and a large armed force 
. sent into the couniry to reduce the refractory Americans to 
obedience. In this state of things and for these causes, was the 
convention of 1835 called by “the peonle of all Texas.” Tle 
dsliberations of that body therefore necessarily took a. wide 
range, embracing within its legitimate scope, the g-ne:al inter- 
ests of the then Department "of "Texas. ‘This was the Lody 
which not only recogniz zed the claim oftne Cherokee Indians 
to the lands in question as being derived from ihe. laws of Mex- 
ico, but which aiso guaranteed to them “the peaceable enjoy- 
ment of their rights to their lands,” and whieh guaranty the 
consultation had, in my opinion, ampie authority to make. 
This convention not only guaranteed to ihe Indians their right 
to these lands—but ti.ey autuorized and required the provisional 
government, which tey organized, to make a treaty with them, 
and designate their boundaries , which was done in accordance 
with the authori y and instruciions given by the prcvisional 
GE and con-equentiy bindir gupon the government 
and people ofthe couutry. Had not this guaranty and pl dge 
of the public faith been made io the Indians by the convention 
directly, the Provisional governnient wouid have possessed the 
authority to grant the lands in question to the Indians. ‘This 
body was invested by the Convention with full powers to eon- 
duct the political affairs of the country. They combined in 
that body the functions of tuo of the usual grand divisions oi 
political powers, to wit: the Legislative and Executive. Hence 
it follows, that had not the Convention made any specifie grant 
of these lands to the Indians, the authority of the Provisional 
government to do so, would have beef fairly deducibie from 
the general powers with which that body was clothed. ‘This 
body exercised all the attributes and functions of government 
from November, 1835, until sometime in March, 1836 ; during 
whieh time it was the only political authority known to or re- 
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cognised by the country; consequently, a grant of any portion 
of the public domain by that body .would have been considered 
void. ‘To admit tuis fact aud to deny the validity of a grant 
made by the convention which created the Provisional govern- 
inent,and from which aloue itderived its powers, would bea 
solecism in reasuning. lt would be, to mahe the powers of the 
creature greater than tose of the creator—the authority of the 
agent super.or to that of the principal. Had the convention, 
which framed tue constitution granted these lands to the 
Indjans—or had tie first Congress that assembled under the 
constiiution done so, their right would scarcely have been 
questioned by any person. In my opinion, the grant from the 
Consuitation is equally authoritative, equally valid as if made 
by the last convention. Ican discover no difference in the 
legitimate powers of the two'assemllies. They were both 
prin ry representations of “the peopl: of all Tecas”—assem- 
bled fer the same general purpose—deiiving their authority 
fron the same source, to wit, the people, the great fountain head 
of all political power. They were both organic in their struc- 
ture—radical in. their character—equal in dignity, plenary in 
their powers, aud similar in the great objects of their convoca- 
tion, Ican see no reason, theref-re, why the acts of the one 
snould not be considered as binding aud obigatory upon the 
country as these of the oiler. It has been urged, however, in 
favor of t :e acis of the last Conveution, that they were submit- 
ted to the peop:e, and by them ratified, which gave to the acts 
of that body an authority and fo;ce superior to those of the 
former. This by no means follows as a necessary consequence. 
The only act of the last convention, which was submitied to the 
people for their approval, was the coustitution—that being de- 
signed as the fundamental, organic Jaw of the land, by which 
the nation was to be perpetually governed —it was thought 
proper that it shouid be submitted to the consideration of the 
people. lam uot prepared to say, however, that this instru- 
ment would not have been of equaliy binding authority without 
this submission. Moreover there were mauy and very impor- 
taut acts of this Convention which were not submitted to the 
people, but which have eversince been recognized as valid by 
the nation. Even the declaration of independence, that great 
act of national soverergm y which forever severed the bonds of 
political nnion between 'l'exas and Mexico, was never submit- 
ted to the people. That body also organized a government 
* ad interim,” and elected a President and Cabinet, and did 
many other acts, which were never directly ratified by the people; 
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and get their validity, so far as Ihave heard, has never been 
questioned. ‘Ihe true question in all transactions performed 
by a delegated autuor ity is, net whether the ac.s of the delegate 
have been sul E y acknowleds:d by the primary author- 
ity, but wucther the defegate has transcended the powers with 
waich he was invested; and if he has acted within the scope of 
those powers, his acts are binding upon that primary authority, 
without subsequent ratification; and this upon the well estab- 
lished rule oflaw, that the acts of the agent are binding upon 
his pr em unless the agent transcend the powers with “which 
he is clothed. 
Again, it is urged that the consultation acied under the con- 
stitution of Ri ZA and there being no authority clothed with 
power by that instrument to grant lands exceptthe Congress 
of Mexico, or of some of the St ates, consequently, any grant 
made by them was null and void. ‘This, in my judgement, is 
not entirely a fair method of stating the proposition. Tae con- 
sultation could not have been convened under the constitution 
of 124, because that body expressly declared that General Santa 
Anna had, “by force of arms over‘hrown the fe-lerai constitution 
of Mexico, and dissolved th: sicinl compact which existed be- 
tween 'l'exas and the other members of the confederacy.” 
“That Texas is no longer morally or civilly bound by the com- 
pact of union? was the constitution of 1824, waich. they declurcd 
to b» overthrown, consequently they could not have assembled 
under that constitntion—but, as they themselves declare: «Tho 
pe ple of Texas, availing themselves of their natural rights,” 
convened a general ‘Consultation of the people of all "l'ex as” 
with the avowed pu:p se ot providing for the general welfare: 
of the country and organizing a government o the time being. 
It is true this convention did not repudints the constitution of 
1821, but they declared it to be ov. rhiown by Santa Anna, 
They a also recognised that instrument as containing the “Re- 
publicat principles, in the vindication and maintenance of 
which Texas bad taken up arms; but they no where say that 
it isstill in force and tha. Texas is governed by it. On the 
contrary ave y little attention to the history of that body and 
its proceedings will be sufficient to convince any candid mind 
that the object ofits convocation was i0 erect a government 
separate fr mand independent ofthe then existing government 
of Mexico, and to plac; the country in the best pasture of de- 
tence to 1esist the encroachment of that government, for they 
declare they “hold it to be their right during the disorganization 
ef the federal system, and the reign of despotism to “withdraw 
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jrem the Unies —to establish an independent government,” &e, 
True, they had declared they had taken up arms in defence of 
«the Republican principles of tiie federal constitution of 1824.” 
Those princip.es were tue enduring principles of a Republican 
government, which guaran.eed to the citizen the right to choose 
his own represchtatixe—which guaranteed to him freedom of 
speech and freedom of action, and which recognised all politi- 
cal power to reside in the people; these, and such as these, were 
“the Republican principles of the censtituiion ot 1824,” in de- 
ence of which the convention of 1535 dcclarcd they had taken up 
arms, But had they recognised that constitution as still in 
force and as controlling their actions, they c uld scarcely have 
performed a single prominent act which t;ey did. They could 
not have organised a Provisional government—they could not: 
have raised an army to oppose the forces cf the government of 
Mexico—for there is no authority for any of these acts to be 
foundin that constitution. They therefore declared that instru- 
ment overthrown by the military usurpers who then exercised 
despotic powers in the Republic of Mexico. And such wasthe 
fact—that great charter ofthe rigats of the citizen had been 
overturned by violence, and upon its ruius a central military 
despotism erecicd, subveisive of these “principles of Repub- 
lican liberty” secured to the citizens of the Republie by that 
instrument of compact, between. the fede;al and state. govern- 
ments. By thisactof usurpation on the part of the federal 
government, the states were absol ved from ail further allegiance 
to the compact of union. ‘They had an inherent and indefeasi- 

le right to resist the encrochments of this “military despotism.” 
This Texas did, as an integral po:tion of the Confederacy; and 
itis no argument against her rights to say that Coahuila did not 
unite with her in the measure—for’ the political bands which 
had united these two depariments into cne state had been sev- 
ered by the overthrow of the federal constitution and by Coahu- 
ila’s adhering to those who had usurped the authority of the 
federal government. Moreover a separate. state government 
had been guaranteed to her by the constitution, of 1824, and 
when the time arrived for her to assume this station in the con- 
federacy, it wasdenied her. "'l'üeretore she determined to as- 
sert her own rights upon her own responsibility. For this pur- 
pose was the convention of 1835 cailed by “the people of all 
Texas.” 'Pheauthority with which the members «£f that body 
were clothed emanated directly fiom tie people—the great 
souree of all political power in a Republican government; and 
although they did not formerly declare an independent national 
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gevernment, they certainly did assume a separate political exis- 
tence. They took upon themselves all the attributes, and ex- 
ercised all tae functions pertaiuirg to the highest political au- 
thority of astate or nation—and for the t.me being there was no | 
other government or aütaority recognised by the people in the 
country, and their acts have been sanctioned by the nation from 
that time to the present. 

If there ‘be any one attribute of government more ungues- 
tionaole than all others, it is the right to exercise jurisdiction 
over the public dom un ofthe country. "This right of sovereign- 
ty over the soil, as from the first institution “of Government, 
been exercised by the existing political authority of every 
eountry. 'Ph» Convention of which I am now speaking was, 
forthe time, the highest—nay the only political authority re- 
cognised in ‘the country. They did exercise this right of sove- 
reignty ovcr the soil of the country—they made sundry grants 
of land to individuais—these grants have never, within my 
knowledge been questioned to this day. Why then should this 
grant to the Cherokee Indians be questioned more than others 
made by the same body? Their right to tiese lands was guar- 
anteed by the convention in terms as strong and explicit as 
language could convey them. From all these considerations, 
Y couclude that the title of the Indians to the lands in question 
was valid and unimpeachable. 

The subject of the original Indian title to these lands being 
disposed of, another question growing immediately out of the 
decision of the oti. er, presen(s ‘itself for consideration, viz: what 
Iceations and surveys made upon those lands prior t to the act of 
Congress of 1540, directing their survey and sale are to be re- 
spected as legal, and const quently exempted from the operation 
of this law? 

This is a question of equal importance though of much less dif- 
ficulty of solution than the former. It is a well settled principle 
of legal decision, that lands, when once appropriated according 
to the existing lawsotany ccuntry, do not again become vacant 
or subject to entry or lceation, without an Inquisition of office, 
except by special legislative enactment. And «f such force and 
authority has this principle been recognised to be, that even an 
inchoate right tolands legally acquired, but which has not 
ripened into agrant or other perfect title, cannot be divested, 
uuless by office found, in the ix. de prescribed by the existing 
laws of the country.— Tne Cherokee Indians had settled in the 
country, under the invitation of the Mexican government, and 
according to the laws then existing had certainly acquired an 
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REPORT OF THE TR RBASURY DEPARTMENT. 
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To His Bxell-ney Sam. Hou-ton, Presid ut:— 
SIR:—le aecordunee with an aci ol Cungress "d. faing the 
dati sof the: Gice:s of the Treasury Dep rubout”? Eiave the 
honor to submit to your Excellency the annual repoit of tuis 

Departuent. 

Ta eot sequence of ihe books and p papers being are at 
Austin, I will be unable to present to your ioxeelleney as fuli a 
report as 1 would wisi. 

Since lust March tue oporations ofthe Department have been 
very limi tod, E its lf to the transac $us ofthe current 
business oniy; andthe Bureaux to the liquidiion and settle- 
ment of elaiius aud aecounis, which did noi require a reference 
to the permanent r cords. Tue ordinary business be ing thus 
curtailed, the whole nugiber of as eee allowed: hy lav, was 
at uv one time employed since the rmovel of the Heads of De- 
partments from Aus: itt. 

imimedia:eiy aftar the appoiatnient cf the present Seckerary of 
the ''reasury, instructions were issued by Lim to the several 
collectors of impost Duties, direct ing ¢ a cuange in the tune for 
waxing their quarterly returns. ‘he termination of the thid 
quarter, under these iusiruetions, took piace on the 31st October, 
hence, Í wiil ue uucbie to lay beire your Excellency in this 
report, more information on this subject, tian was submitted 
during the extra scssion last summer, allowing a reasonable 
time to the collectors for transcribing their returns and for their 
transmission to the seat of LO RUE I hope, tha tearly during 
the coming sesion of Congress, Ivi E iin my power to show 
the total receipts from this branch cf revenue, for tie first three 
quariers under ihe Eixenequer system. 
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The whicle amount put in circulation under the iaw above 


referred to, is as follows: 
Printed Bilis, à 76.000 


Engraved Diis, 37 91 9 


115,910 


by law, 11,666 77 


—— 


»- 


Making the sum cf £125,576 77 


From the best data 


amount in eireu.ation cn the Bist Q. 3 t 

sum of thirty thonsand doria.s, wich umenut wid Le require 
at tie Custom House aloue, during tle quark zi enuiuz tie Bist 
Janua:y rest. In this amount, however is included the sum 
of SLS.812 74, piaced in th: hands of Com. Moore, Er the oui- 
fit of the UN: avy; 109 Greater part of w.deniiis; resu ined remains 


ad ithe Exehcaner-ys siem commeLc d under very un- 
favorable auspices—the wh ie ameu t or punted bidis having 
been thrown out. at. aid scen ales the adilurnment of tke last 
regular Session a P Cong CEIS Iu 0M 123 pation cithe ICVUCLUO. V Lien 
was materiaily lesson: n Lodi 
importation imm ue AY pn eua ile P 
thorzing ihe issue ef the bi Dd tha 
country, caused by H 
of the direct tax, ond i 
"i 


H. 
ty p en 


2 nusetiled state of the 
2 MeNIC Gis—tbe partial repeal 
zon ihe parte the meielanis and 
T png H venue to receipts 
from Customs aloue—yet un enerauichs of ine system have 
been convinelug procftüat no HDavilitiesot tbe government, hav- 
ing as their only basis o zedemipuon through the revenue, can 
ever maintain a par value. 

lt was hoped that the guard thown by Congress, arom d the 
possibility ot an extensive issue (that body having confined the 
appropriations for the curieut year to thesum cf 520 UGO.) 
wouid c:ur-e a consdenes in tie u jima'e redetnpton of t e bils 
which wonld ensure their bei: g revived, as a safe and useful 
domestic circulation, but they were thrown into market in enm- 
petition with the bilis of private Institut? us aid Corporations, 
ail of which created a domestic circulation tco great for the 
wants of the community. A depreciation of some portion of the 
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yet men are fouud of the strongest minds and most unfaltering 
purpose, who are sometimes carried with the current of popular 
excitement greatly to the prejudice of the public goed. 

I would most respectfully suggest, for consideration, the cre- 
ation of a new officer in each county, who should derive his 
authority from the iixecative, and whose duty it sliould be to 
collect the direct and license taxes. ‘The assessors should also 
be appoi,ted in the same manner, 

It is now frequently tue cave tha? the Department does not 
know the names of the persoas wio are performing the duty o 
assessors, until they are for the frst time seen appended an 
certifyiug to their oficial returns. A vacancy might oceurin 
the office and through the neglcet of the proper persons to make 
an appointmeni, the taxes ona lai rge amouut of property might 
not be assessed. 

It is made the duty by law, of the Sscr.tary of the Treasury” 
to superinted the collection of the public revenue,” and it ap- 
pears to be most proper that he should be invested with sufi- 
cient power to enable him to carry cut this requisition of the 
law. He cannot “superinted the collection of the publie reve- 
nue,” wren toe agents employed are totally unknown to lum, 
and perhaps unfit for the duties ass! 2ned them. They are con- 
nected intimately with the Treasury Department, as far as their 
Official duties are concerned, but are totally disconnected in 1e- 
gard to their apr ointment and removal. 

Gieat difficulties have risen in collecting the license tax, from 
want of proper laws on the subject. Selling goods &e, without 
license, subjects the offender to a penalty, reeoverable by pre 
sentment and trial. The permanent merci ant, whose iuterests- 
are identified with those of Texas, and who, it should be tlie 
policy of the government to protect, can be compelied to pay, 
while the temporary vender of a small stock, cau dispose of his 
goods and leave the country before the law can be brought to 
bear upon hin 

Under the present laws, there can be no certain calculation 
ofthe probable proceeds from licenses, for pers.ns will always 
be found, who will postpone to the last hour the payment of an 
amount, which does not produce an immediate and apparent 
equivalent. 

To make this tax fail equaily upon ail, andi to secure its 
prompt collection, a Justice of the Peace, should be permitted to 
issue a warrant, upon proper information, directing ihe proper 
officer, to seize upon the goods and chattels of ahy person or 
persons found without a license in accordance with law: and 
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sell a sufficient amount thereof, as will cover ihe amount of ii. 
sense and costs of prosecution. 

Although common consent acknowledges the necessity of a 
tax, beoring equally upon ail, for ihe support of a government, 
aud consequent security of property and life; yet it is unwiiling- 
ly paid by the great mass—heuce ihe necessity for the strongest 
lass 1n reference to tais matter, which aught to be enforced by 
agents independent oí popular clamor and immediatly respon- 
sible to the Chief Executive Departinent of Government. 

Connected with tuis report—the report of the Treasurer 
showing the disbursments made by that officer, and the report 
of the Comptroller, showing the amount drawn upon the 
Treasury under the Exchequer system, as well as, the unex- 
pended balances of the several appropriations made by. the last 
regular session of Congress, are respectfuily submitted. 

‘The estimates for the support of government for the ensuing 
year, will be submitted at an early day, during the coming ses- 
sion of Congress. 

I have the honon to be, 
Your Excellency's 
Most obedient servant, 
M. P. WOODHOUSE. 
Asting Seeretary. 


NUMBER 1. l 
STATEMENT OF APPROPRIA'LION 


Por the support of Government for the year 1842, exhibiting the amount drawn from each, and the 


unexpended balance. 


Date of For what object 
Law. | Appropriated. 
Legislative. 
Feb. 3 Pay and milage of members of Senate and 


House Representatives, 
Salary of Chief Clerk of House of Repre- 
sentatives, 
Reporter of House Representatives, 
Pay of Clerks of House of Representatives, 
Pay of Secretary and Clerks of Senate, 
Pay of Door Keeper and Sergeant at Arms, 
Printing &c, for sixth Congress, 
Translating and publishing the Laws in 
Spanish, | 
Contingent expenses of sixth Congress, 


Amount of Ap- 
propriation. 


$37,000 00 


450 00 

240 00 
2,232 00 
2,932 00 
9,232 00 
6,750 00 


` 1,395 13 


2,500 00 


Amount carried over, 55,031 13 


Amount 
drawn. 


$35,782 65 


- 804 05 

240 00 
9932 00 
2232 00 
29232 00 


2,536 50 


1,889 61 


MDMVUIUTUPIPUNNPUA TE cttm 


47,448 81 


Unexpended 
Balance. 


$1,217 35 


85 95 


4,213 50 


1,395 00 


610 39 


7,522 19 
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Amount brought forward, 


Haecutire, 


Compensation of the President, 
Yompensation of the Viee President, 


JMnpersation of the Private Secretary to the 


President, 


Contingent expenses of Executive Depart- 


ment, 
Net Department. 


Secretary of State, 

Contingent: Expenses, 

Chief Clerk Post Ol lico Burean, 
Contingent laxpeuses, 

Probable Deficiences in carrying the Mails, 


Treasury Deparément. 


Secretarv of the Treasury 
Comptroller, 

Treasurer, 

Auditor, 


Contingent expenses Treasury Department, 


05,031 13 


5,000 00 
1,000 00 


750 00 
d; 3,000 01) 


1,500 00 
1.658 00 
100 00 
200 00 
5,000 00 


1,500 00 
1,000 00 
1.000 00 
1,000 00 

500 00 


47,448 81 


1,250 00 


279 95 


190 09 
pans 55 
2950 321 
14 00 
3,515 00 


231 86 
569 29 
90 55 
666 61 
138 78 


750 00 
359 47 
493 "76 
186 00 
1,485 00 


1,268 14 
430 71 
969 45 
333 36 
361 99 


09 


Contingent Expenses of Treasurer, Comp- 
troller and Auditors! Ollices, 

Contingent Fixpeuses of Bureaux of 'T'reas- 
ury Department, 


War §+ Navy Department. 


Secretary of Warand Navy, 
Contingent Expenses, 


Office of Attorney General. 


Attorney General, 
Contingent Expenses, 


feneral Land Office. 


Commissioner General Land Office, 
Pay of Draftsman, 

Pay of Extra Olerks, 

Pay of Assistant Clerks,- 
Contingent Expenses, 

Purchase of Patents, 


Amount carried over, 


600 00 
400 00 


1,500 00 
500 00 


1,000 00 
300 00 


1,100 00 
4,000 00 
2,000 00 


93,289 13 


1,125 00 
202 94 
£0 53 
479 52 
2,452 &8 


essent utaris, Years 


99,072 42 


988 S£. 


290 30 


4Al7 00 
92 11 


A15, 00 
194 00 


375 00 
497 06 
419 47 
620 48 
1,547 19 
2,000 00 


29,956 60 


Feb. 3 & & 
at « 


Amount brought frorward, 
Clerks. 


Eight Chief Clerks, 
Fourteen Assistant Clerks, 


Intercourse with Foreign Nations. 


Salery of “Chargé d? Affaiers,” 
Contingent Fix penses of Legations, 


Naval Establishment. 


Pay, Provisiohs and Clothing, 


Military Establishment. 


Protection of Frontier (under control of Eix- 
ecutive,) / 

Pay of Minute Men for 1841, 

Pay of Captain of Ordnance, 

Pay of Armourer, | 

Pay of Labourers at Arsenal, 

Contingent Expenses Ordnance Depart- 
ment, 


93,289 18 


6,000 00 
9,800 00 


9,000 00 
1,000 09 


20,000 00 


20,000 00 
9,600 00 
600 00 
480 00 
1,200 00 


$00 00 


22,072 42 


3,588 03 
06,290 55 


8,750 00 
750 00 


20,000 00 


4,387 34 
300 00 
99 28 
950 78 


200 00 


98,956 60 


9411 97 
2,509 45 


250 00 
250 00 


15,612 66 
9,600 00 
300 00 
380 72 

` 949 22 


300 08 


z9 


($3 


Judiciary. 


Salary of Chief Justice and Associate Judges, 12,250 00 


ae One Associate Judge Supreme 
Court, 

« John M. Hansford, 

*  * A. B. Shelby, 

« 4 P, C. Jack, 

u R. Morris, 

« Wm. J. Jones, 

« Chief Justice Hemphill, 

i: R. E. B. Baylor, 

u Judge 4th Judicial District, 

« G. W. Terrell, 

« Clerk of Supreme Court, 
Contingent Expenses Supreme Court, 
Salary of Seven District Attorneys, 


Miscellaneous. 


Signing Exchequer Bills, 

Pay of John D. McLeod, 
Redemption of Indian Captives, 
Engraving Exchequer Bills, 


1,750 00 
1,953 07 
2,349 46 
1,125 00 

750 00 
2,700 00 
9,697 50 
1,500 00 


1,000 00 


666 00 
'500 00 
1,000 00 
1,750 00 


400 00 
198 00 
2,000 00 
1,500 00 


rtt —n 


Amount carried over, 207,448 16 


2,040 83 


1,953 07 
2.349 46 
1,125 00 

750 00 


9.687 50 
1,500 00 


666 00 
255 55 
339 00 
354 16 


78 96 
198 00 


1,500 00 


e 


98,098 59 


10,209 17 
1,750 09 


2,700 00 


1,000 00 


. 24445 - 


661 00 
1,395 84 


391 04 
2,000 00 


66,489 48 


o 
we 


Amount brought forward, 207,448 16 98,098 59 06,489 12 


Feb. 3 Printing Faxchequer Bills, 500 00 473 00 27 00 
5 s Two Drafts in favor of D. 'T. Archer, 442 00 412 00 
ei u Part payment of money advanced by Wm. 
Bryan on Act, of Government, 6,000 00 6,000 00 
ü a Due Mail Contractorsin 1541, 4,258 81 3441 41 ^ 817 A0 


Total, s2lsjids 07 — 129,542 22 88,906 65 


Treasury Department, . Ha y rt 
aS r g 2 
Comptroller's Office, Washington, Nov, Ist, 1813, 


JAMES D, SHAW, Comptroller. 


79 


LM 


NUMBER 1. 


STATEMENT OF REVENUE 


Received under the Exchequer System, from Impost and Tonnage Duties, with the expense of collecting 
the same, as far as the accounts of the Collectors have beck cxamined by the Comptroller. 


Qr. end- 
ing. 

April 30, 42, 
July 31, “ 
April 30, “ 
July 31, * 
April 30, “ 
July 31, “ 
April 30, « 
April 30, * 
July 31, * 


"Total, 


Pro Kata Expenses, equal to $11,24 98. 


Treasury Department, 
Comptroller's Office, 


Name of Dis- Gross Amt. of Expoon- Nett Reve- 
trict. Duties. ses, nue, 
Galveston, 25,853 00 2,760 35 20,084 61 
Do. 19,681 49 1,8J6 29 17,515 2 
Brazos. 6st 63 ABD 62 215 91 
Do. 650 47 919 3 910 09 
San Augustinc. 1,912 fd 21:9 01 1,014 43 
Do. Lies 48 267 90 1,500 58 
Red River. 4018 73 207 LL 9,811 61 
Sabine. 190 29 45 16 145 13 
Do. 188 35 £22 35 
$57,990 OG $0,150 17 $50,986 89 


: Washington, Nov, Ist, 1819. 


a 


JAMES D, SHAW, Comptroller. 
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DR. Republic of Texas in account current with A. Brigham, 


'To amount of Bonds, Promissory and Change Notes, disbursed 
on Appropriations from the 20ih to the 
81st December, 1841, 16,438 88 
To amount of Audited Paper received in 
. the collection of Revenue during same 
period—regis'cred, cancelled, and de- : 
livered to the Secretary of Treasury, 8,830 18 
To amount of Naval Scrip received in 
collection of the Revenue during same 
period —registered, caucelied, and de- 


livered to the Secretary of Treasury, 100 00 
To amount of balance on land, Bonds, 

Promissory and Change Notes, 3,728 56 
Special Deposites, 1,639 67 
Specie, 17 44 5,385 67 


enn amo 


$30,754 73 


6T 
"Freasurer, from the 20th Dec. 1841, to 31st. Dec. 1841. CR. 
By amount received of B. F. Johnssn, late Treasurer, being 


balance remaining in his hands oa final 
settlem :nt, 


1n Special Deposite, 1,639 67 
1n Specie, 17 44 
One package containing Mutilated Mo- 

ney, 4,473 00 


Bonds, Promissory and Change Notes, 32497 6,455 08 
By amount received on Bonds, Promisso- 

ry and Change Notes, Audited paper and 

Naval Scrip, in tbe collection of Reve- 

nue as per Deposite Warrants, 24,999 65 


$30,754 73 


By balance brought down, l 
Bonds, Promissory and Change Notes, 3,728 56 


Special Deposites, 1,639 67 

Specie, 17 44 5,385 67 
Treasurer's Office, Austin, Jan. Ist, 1842. 
(Signed) A. BRIGHAM, 


Treasurer. 


Examined and admi'ted to settlement for the above balance 
of five thousand three hundred and eighty-five dollars and sixty- 
seven cents. : 

Treasury Dopartinont, Washington, Nov. 11, 1812. 

(Signed) M. P. WOODHOUSE, 

Aciing Sec’y. of Treasury. 
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DR. Republic of Teras in account current wih A. Brigham, 


To arnount of bonds, Promissory and Change Notes disbursed 
ch apppropristizs, 50,722 GI 
Toamount «i Douds and Promiss: ry Notes dis- 
burs din rede misg "reaeürer's Dae Bill in 
favor oi J j. Salvery, 1,610 09 
To amount oi Au dit d epor received in the coliec- 
tionof Revenue, re „ist erod 41.4 ear d. 55,248 04 
Toameunt of Izxei cuer Liis disbursed cn Appro- 
peanon 66,138 03 
To amounntof balance on Lard, Bonus, 
Promissoiy aud Change Notes, 81,369 77 
Exchequer Diis, 9.5.7 64 
Special Deposite. 1,633 C7 
Specie, 17 44 92,914 52 


Dollars, 275,8 H4 13 
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Treasurer, for quarter ending March 31st, 1842. 


By amount of Bonds, Promissory and 
Change Notes on hand for disburse- 
mont, 2429 55 
Dy cod it of » necial Deposite, 
By ianount of Scie o: hand, 17 41 
By amount of Bonds, Pronssurg and Change 
Notes received froin. revenue, 
By ameunt of audied paper of the Govern- 
ment recuived from revenue, 
By amount of Exeü.quer Buls received from 
revenue, l 
Dy vmoant of Ezchequer Bills deposited’ by 
tue Secretary of the ‘Treasury for disburse- 
ment, 
By amount of Promissory and Change Notes 
‘deposited by the Treasury Dep ar{mell to the 
credit of certain appropriarions, 


Dollars, 


By balauce brought down, 

By bonds, Promissory and Change 
Notes, 81,359 77 

By Exchequer Bills, $ 67 64 

By Special Depoaite, ,039 67 

Specie, "as ad 
‘Treasurer’ S Office, April Ist, 18 42. 


CR. 


92,911 52 


Signed, A. BRIGH. ^M, 'T'rosurer. 
Examined and admitted to settlement for the ahoy 72 balance 
of ninety-two thousand nine hundred and fourteen 52 cenis. 
‘Treasury Department, M Nov. 11th, 1542, 


Signed, ^ J M.P 


, WOODHOUSE, 
Act'g. Sec y. Treasary 


79 
DR. Republic of Teras in account current with A. Brigham, 


To amonnt of Exchequer Bills disbursed on Anpropriations as 
DE 


per Register of Warrants paid, 10,565 €5 
To amount of Audited paner received 

fro n revenue— registered and canceled, 24 CO 
To amount of balance on hand, Bonds, 

Pr. miss ry and Change Notes, 60,321 C9 
Exchequer Bills, 1,201 99 
Special Deposite, 1,679 67 
specie,  - i7 41 $4,183 79 


$104,773 44 


7i » 
Treasurer, for tha quarter ending the 30th June, 1849. CR 


By amount of Bonds, Promissory and Change Notes on hand . 


April Ist, £1,260 77 
By amcunt of Exch iequer Bills on hand 
for disbursement, April 1st, 9,867 €4 
Special Deposites, 1,629 67 
Specie, 17 44 292,914 52 
By amount of Bonds, Promissory and 
Change Notes received frum Revenue, 9,424 92 


By amount of Audited Paper received 


from Revenue, 24 00 
By amount of Exchequer Bills, do,.do. 2,100 00 


—9 


$104,773 44 


F 


“By balance brought down, 
Bonds, Promissory aud Change Notes, 90,824 69 


Exchequer Bills, 1,701 99 
Special Deposites, 1,639 67 
Specie, 17 44 94,183 79 


‘Treasurer’s Office, July 1st, 1812. 
A. BRIGHAM, 


Treasurer. 


Examined and admitted to settlement for the above balance 
of ninety-four thousand one hundred and eighty-three dollars 
79 ets. 

Treasury Department, Washington, Nov, 11th, 1842. 

(Signed) M. P. WOODHOUSE, 

Acting Sec'y. of Treasury, 
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Treasurer, for the quarier ending September 30th, 1842. CR. 


By amount of Bonds, Promissory and Change Notes on hand 


July 1st, 1842. d £ 69 
By amount of Exchequer Bills, do. do. 1.4701 99 
By amount of Special Deposite, | OD 67 
By amount of Specie, 17 4£ 91,1-2 79 
By amount of Bonds, Promissory and E 
Change Notes received from Revenue, * 
as per “De posite W; PEE $9,892 28 


By amount of Exchequer Bills received ` 

from Revenue, as per Deposite War- — — 

rants, 47,458 00 
By amount of gold and silver received 

from Revenue, as per Deposite W ar- 

rants, ' 83 00 
By amount of Exchequer Bills 1eceived: 

from Secretary of the Treasury for dis- 

bursement as per Deposite Warrants, 37,910 00 
By amount of Treasury Warrant in favor 

of A. Hutchinson, dated February oth, 

1842, registered as paid in July last, but 

not allowed by the Secret ary of Trea- 

sury—Excheque r Bills, 1,000 00 
By amount of Exchequer Bills depcsited 
- by the Treasury Department to the 

credit of Appropriation No, 72 C Fron- 

tier Protection, 4 36 


By balance on hand, 
1n Bonds, Promissory and Change Notes, 4.323 61 


Exchequer Bills, ; 4,411 09 

Special Deposite, 1, "639 67 

Specie, 17 44 10,424 SI 
"Treasurer's Office, Oct. Ist, 1842. 
(Signed) — - A. BRIGHAM, 


Treasurer, 
Examined and admitted to settlement for the above balauce 
of ten thousand four hundred and twenty-four dollars $1 cts. 
‘Treasury Department, Washington. 
(Signed) MP. WOODHOUSE, 
Acting Sec'y. of Treasury.. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 


CommMi?TeE-Room, Dec. 21, 1842. 
To Hon. N. H. DARNELL, 
: Speaker of the Housecf Representatives. 

The majority of te Commi:tec on Finance having recon 
mended the passage ofa “Bill to repeal the Tarili and declare 
the ports of "l'exas free," and belicving, «s one of the minority of 
said committe, that the passage of said bill at present, would em- 
barress our financial operations, much io our national injury— 
I ask to present this a counter report- 

I shall not atiempt to detail arguments to’ prove the'expedi- 
ency or inexpediericy ofa system of Tariff, as applicable to Tex- 
as or other nations, as these subjects when discussed look well 
on paper, but are of little practical import when necessity inter- 
venes. I shall. therefi re; only present the following statement 
of facts for consideration, taking it for, granted that the" present 
exchequer system is continucd, as is the desire of the majority, 
as well as the minority of your committee. 

The appruprictions necessary to be made, for the support of 
the Civil Depariments of Government during the year 1843, 
will not be less than $140,000, (say nothing about the army and 
navy.) To ensure the collection of this amcunt of revenue, 
should certainly be the objec: of all. The, majority of your 
committee, so far as I am able to understand their report, pro. 
pose no plan or system for that purpose, true they say by'dírect 
taxation, but neither show the plan nor prove its practicability, 
then it only remains for me to add, that I, as one of the commit- 
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tee, admit that a plan of a system of direct taxation sufficient to 
raise the above amount may be presented to Congress, but the 

racticability of such a plan at present I deny. and believe that 
the facts relative to our situation daily presented to the minds of 
every reflecting individual prove that denial. The question 
then recurs, will the preseut system of revenue, the practicability 
of whic' has bee. proved by experience, raise the above amount, 
or withdraw from circulation, monthly er quarterly, that amount 
of exchequer bills required to be iseued ? To prove this, it is 
only necessary to present the following facts : 

From all the information before your committee, it appears 
that during the tliree quarters ending the 31st day of Oct. last, 
which the exchequer system has been in operation, there has 
been eollected and returned to the Treasury, from imposts alone 
$91,224 34 or $20,105 1l per quarter—to this amount might 
fairly be added 820.000 for the increased 1mportations preeding 
the taking effect of the exehequer law, as is known to all, and 
cousumed during the-year, mutking $121,224 34 or 840,408 
11 per quarter, We also find from returns in the Treasury De- 
partment that the receipts at the Custom House at Galv. ston 
aloue, for the first forty days of the third quarter, amount to up- 
wards of $19,009, clearly showiuy a larger increase in the im- 
portations notwithstandiag tle oppr.sive Tariff sv mucu com- 
piained of by the majority of your cotamittoe. 

Taking the above statements as data, we may fairly and with 
certainty estimate the net revonue foa: dimposts aloue, during 
the coming year, allowing a fair estimate for contingencies and 
admitting taat all the opposing circumstances both to importa- 
tion and collection whicn have occurred duiins the last year, 
will again intervene, at not less than 642000 per quarter or 
160,000 per year, an amoun. sutiizient t) n: et all the ex, enses 
of the Civil Pepariinent of Goveruuetnt, witisrmviug irom cir- 
culation every duilar of exeneyuer biz Issued eaca qnarter, 
and during tue year, the $2 5,009 Low 15 chenleion, therct y ior- 
cing them to retain a paz value or ther abais. 

In the above estimate, nothing has beon said of te dR eci iag- 
es, also of appropriations for the paotescon ci our frontier a; aiust 
our comin n enemy either by jand oz soa, f take It for eranted 


er than direct appropriations tu keep it ehoat, and for ene«tain- 
irg a land foreo we may appropriate te receipts from direci 
taxes and lieenses--atd what wul this proca dy bel Suppose 
the amount a-sessed for direct tamis tu Le C00, which T enn- 
«eive to be a fair esiimate, we caanot euieduni odi à return to 


i^ 
i 
i 
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the Treasury, during ihe year, of more than one half this: 
amount, or 522; Q, and n pon receipts for licenses we can make 
no cer ain eventuum, We Lave then at our disposition for 
the feline ofan army S20,5/0. ard shouid more than this be 
sary, we are ee le to lnc to the arms and purses of 

well-tried and ratio. ic cotton. planters, stock raisers, and 
ney hoiders which aiw ays have been. and aiways will be 
out mst certain resóri in the Lour of peril 

I have been thus piain and expiicit in -my report, because I 
look upon it as a s»]Éevident fact, that should the present Con- 
gress materially lesson cur present rev. nue, previous to having 
devised and adopted s some ot, er safe and certain pian or system 
by which the evilection of an equal amount will be secured, up. 
ou wiven to predicate ana] própniation bill for the coming year 

we wl, wih merificatto:, have to witness, at as early day, 
a downfat! of our present exei quer syste m—the bills buried 
In the saine yenit w uhe ar Treasury notes, and Texas endeav- 
eri g to estabits 1 a.tuird credi: u, on the same e basis of the two 
former hey Arsvioe fa led. 

Hoping nat the nation may rot stir fro m premature legisia- 
ton up pt esubiect oi giu ec, for itis ace eate cne, aud one 
widen S.onid b» eantiousiy h wied nt pr. sent, y that the Con- 
gress vd ugt aboy ibh one sys em of sapport before subs itüting 
Qn c7. (lat enr preset: foninooNsS dX iy Pema UDG ed, 
tiat our monthly issues may bo n on hiy retuned (0 the Treas- 
ury and eiresjute atper Eenbinit this report and confidently 
recommend that the “Did t D » rere d tbe” fal and declare the 
ports oi Texas free," te i itely postponed- 

G. W. HILL, 


€hairmam Com, on Finance, 


25 


X e 
E^ 
5 


7 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF 


THE REPUBLIC CONCERNING DIVORCES. 


< 


WASHINGTON; January 2, 1843. 
Hon. N. H. DARNELL, 
E nnd of the House of Representatives. 


The Committee on the state of the Kerubi to whom was re- 
ferred sundry petitions praying for divorce, have taken the sub- 
ject uader their consideration, they are constrained to-express 
their mortifie ition at the great nitmber of petitions of this kind, 
there belag twen:y-seven in the possession of the committee. 

The Jast session, by granting a few divorces, opened a door 
to thuse who wish to partake of the liberality of Congress and 
obtain legisla ive relief. 'Piiis summary mode of dissolving the 
most so.emn and obligatory eohiraet that it is possible for man- 
kind to enter into, is embraced with avidity by many of those 
who have beeu unfortunate in their matrimonial connections, 
and from the allegations set forth in their petitions, and other ev- 
idences that-your committee have been able to obtain, believe 

“that most of these petitiqners are as much entitled to relief as 
those who obtained tke consideration of the last Congress ; but 
believing as they do that Congress is not the proper tribunal to 
grant divorces, that it does and should belong to the Judiciary 
alone, your commitiee therefore will not urge the act of last 
Congress as a preceden’ that should govern this body. 

The action of Congress on this subject, must in “most cases, 
be ex parte, and might often be imposed on by false PR 
sentations ; impressed with tnese views your committee would 
not recommend the consideration of the subject to your honor- 
able body, were it not that the Courts from the distuibed situa- 
sion of the country, by the enemy, have failed to hold their ses. 
sions for the two last terms in many of the counties; and being 
assured that several of the ,petioners merit relief, your commit- 
the would respectfully 'offer the accompanyiug bill, including 
the names of ail the applicants, and recommend it to the action 


of the Mouse, 
JESSE GRIMES, 
Chairman. 
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